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The Cave of VANHEST. 
(Continued from page 110.) 


E paffed the morafs, and 
W came upon the ground 


which the enemy had occupied 
with their main body. ‘Their 
right was covered by a wood that 
was itfelf at fome diftance flank- 
ed by a morafs at right angles to 
that before it. Their left was 
defended by a morafs of the fame 


_ kind, and running in the fame 


direction, and though very nar- 
row yet very deep, and at this 
time in every place impaflable;and 
the fmall bridge which appeared 
to have been made over it, was 
decayed and wholly gone, fave 
One or two of the large beams 
of wood,on which the timbers of 
the bridge had been tranfverfely 
laid, in order to compofe it. The 
artillery of the enemy occupied 
a large nole in front of their main 
weer of nearly an equal height 
“with the eminence on the. other 
fide of the morafs. At the dif- 
tance of about two hundred yards 
On a point of folid ground, that 
filled up the angle of the morafs 
in front, and that upon the left 
flank. a body of our troops had 
been pofted under cover of an 
@rchard, and an old barn, toan- 


NS 


noy the enemy with mufketry in 
their advance. The barn and the 
trees of the orchard bore fuffici- 
ent witnefs of the fhots directed 
to this quarter, but fo it was, if 
we could believe the informati- 
on of our guide, who had it, he 
affured us from many who were 
{pe€tators of the aétion, and fome 
who were prefent in it, that this 
poft, in the very neighbourhood 
of the whole park of the enemies 
artillery, was fuccefsfully main- 
tained, and Colonel Monkton, 
who at laft putting himfelf with 
fome of his beft officers at the 
head of a column of the infantry, 


and marching down to diflodge 


our troops, fell by a muf- 
ket ball. ‘The column was broken 
and obliged to retire with con- 
fufion behind the nole which the 
artillery defended, 

In the mean time a body of 
our troops, with fome pieces of 
artillery, under General Wood- 
ford, had marched to the right 
feveral miles undifcovered, to an 
eminence dire&tly over the mo- 
rafs on the left flank of the ene- 
my. ‘This eminence had been 
pointed out to his Excellency 
General Wafhington, by captain 
Cumings of the Jerfey troops, 
who was born and bred up in this 
neighbourhood, and was wellac- 
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150 
quainted with the ground, “The 
artillery, from the eafy and natu- 
ral defcent of this eminence, en- 
filaded the wholearray of the ene- 
my, and within the diftance of 
two hundred yards, cuttingdewn 
men and horfes, foon put an end 
to the debate, 

We faw the graves of thofe 
who had fallen in this part of the 
field of battle, if thefe might be 
called graves which were pits, 
by the appearance of the redclay 
on the furface, about thirty feet 
in circumference. 

Over this ground, cut with 
balls, and fowed with grape-fhot, 
and now become the tomb of 
carcafes of men, we advanced 
witha melancholy pleafure ; and 
falling in with a Mr. Wikoff, an 
intelligent and fenfible gentleman 
of that neighbourhood, and whofe 
houfe at the ciftance of one quar- 
ter of a mile farther on the plain, 
was now within our view,the fpot 
was pointed out to us where His 
Excellency General W afhington 
firft met Major General Lee re- 
treating with the troops under 
his command, ‘The expoftulati- 
on that enfued was to the follow- 
ing purpofe:~-- W hat is the mean- 
iug of this confufion, General 
Lee?---1 fee no confufion, Sir, 
but what arifesfrom difobedience 
of my orders, and the ‘contra- 
diGtory intelligence 1 have receiv- 
ed, It was always againft my 
opinion to attack the enemy,---- 
‘Then, Sir, replyed bis txcel- 
lency, you ought not to have 
undertaken it. 

The fyot was pointed out to 
us at a {mall diftance in advance 
of this where we ftood, where 
his Excellency riding or, and fall- 
ing in with Colonel Kamiay, took 
him by the hand, and faid, My 
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brave fellow, take pofleflion af 
that point of wood, and maintain 
it with your régiment to the laft 
extremity. Accofting colonel 
Stewart in the fame warm and 
confidential manner, he pofted 
him upon the ght and thefe 
two regiments fingly fuftained 
the advanced body of the Britith 
army, until the troops in the re- 
treat were rallied, and put in a 
condition to retard the progrefs 
of the enemy, and until the main 
body on the firft eminence in 
front of the church had been 
formed in a line of battle, 
Colonel Ramfay whom I faw 


‘a few days after the engagement, 


gave me a very particular ac- 
count of this circumftance, and 
likewife of the manner in which 
he himfelf was taken prifoner by 
the light-horfe of the enemy» For 
having defended the {pot on which 
he was pofted until they were 
on him with their bayonets, he 
brought up the rear of his regi- 
ment, and more follicitous to 
effect the retreat of his men, 
than to fave himfelf, ne was o- 
vertaken by two of the dragoons, 
one of whom he fhot dead, but 
receiving a ball in his left cheek . 
from the fufee of the other, and 
fo near that the powder blinded 
his eyes, he became a_prifoncr, 
and was. immediately condudled 
to Sir Henry Clinton, who ex- 
amined him very particularly with 
regard. to ournumbers, and whe- 
ther or rot General W afhington 
himfelf was in the main body of 
the army, 

On account of his wound, by 
which«he was unable to march 
with the enemy on their retreat, 
colonel) Ramfay was zdmitted to 
parole the evening after the em- 
gagement. (Tobe continued.) 
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Hiftery of the Prefent War. | 1st 


HISTORY of the Present 
WAR. | 


i 


A Britifhb Publication. 
ae E unhappy conteft in which 


we are involved with ourco- 
lonies, is an event which has ex- 


‘cited the attention of mankind. 


Thofe colonies, which were fo 
long our ftrength and our glory, 
whofe rapid growth and aftonith- 
ing encreafe mocked the calcula- 
tions of politicians, and outftrip- 
ped the fpeculations of philofo- 
phers; thofe colonies, which e- 
qually excited the apprehenfions 
of our enemies, and the envy of 
our friends, ftill attract the eyes 
of the world, to them and to us, 
as to a common centre; but 
prefent a very different appear- 
ance of things to obfervation, 
The great difturbers of mankind 
appear to forget their rapacity 
and ambition, whilft they con- 
template the new and unthought- 
of {peCtacle we exhibit to the 
eH. and perhaps eagerly pre- 
dié&t the advantages which they 
may derive from its fatal confe- 
quences, Happy will it be, if this 
general attention is productive 
of no other fentiment, than the 
admiration which arrifes from 
novelty,or the generousfympathy 
which feels for the miferies of 
mankind, 

‘Vhe inhabitants of Maffachu- 
fets Bay having collected a confi- 
derable quantity of military ftores 
at the town of Concord, where 
the provincial congrefs was alfo 
held, General Gage the Gover- 
nor of thet province, thought it 
expedient to detach the grenadi- 
ers and light infantry of the ar- 
my, undcr the command of licu- 
tenant-colonel Sinith, and major 


Pitcairn of the marines, in order 
to deftroy them. It is faid and 
believed, that this expedition had 
another objeét in view, which 
was to feize on the perfons of 
Meffrs. Hancock and Adams, 
thofe great and obnoxious leaders 
of the faétion which oppofed the 
new fyftem of government. The 
detachment, which was fuppofed 
to confift of about goo mzn, em- 
barked in boats at Bofton on the 
night preceding the rgth of April, 
1775. and having gone a little 
way up Charles river, landed at 
a placecalled Phipp’s Farm, from 
whence theyproceeded with great 
filence and expedition towards 
Concord, Several officers on 
horfeback in the mean time fcour- 
ed the roads, and fecured fuch 
country people a8 they chanced 
to meet with at that early time, 
Notwithftanding thefe precau- 
tions, they difcovered by the fir- 
ing of guns and ringing of bells, 
that the country was alarmed, 
end the people began to aflemble 
in the neighbouring towns and 
villages before day light, 

Upon their arrival at Lexing- 
ton, about five in the morning, 
they found the company of mi- 
litia, belonging to that town, af- 
fembled on a green near the road; 
upon which an officer in the yan 
called out, Difperfe, you revels; 
throw down your arms, and dif- 
perfe: the foldiers at the fame 
time running up with loud huz- 
zas, fome Icattered fhots were 
fired, and pak fucceed- 
ed by a general difcharge, by 
which eight of the militia were 
killed and feveral wounded. 

Chas was the firft blood drawn 
in this unhappy civil contelt. 
Great pains were taken on each 
fide to thew the otner to have 
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been the aggreffor upon this oc- 
cafion. A matter of little con- 
fequence in a political view, as 
things were too far advanced to 
leave room for a probable hope 
of any other than fuch a final 
iffue, {t was faid in the Gazette, 
that the troops were firft fired 
upon from fome neighbourin 
houfes, There is fome obicuri- 
ty in this bufinefs, for it 2 an 
from the general tenor of the 
evidence, as well of fome of our 
own people who were taken pri- 
foners, as of a great number of 
the provincials, all whofe depo- 
fitions were regularly taken and 
attefted by proper magiftrates, 
that the firing both at Lexington 
and Concord was commenced by 
the troops. Indeed it feems evi- 
dent, that a fingle company of 
militia, ftanding, as it may be hid, 
under the muzzles.of our foldi- 
ers guns, would have been fuf- 
ficient pledges to prevent any 
outrage from their friends and 
neighbours in the adjoininghoufes. 
After this execution, the de- 
tachment proceeded to Concord, 
the commanding officer having 
previoufly difpatched fix compa- 
nies of light infantry, to poflefs 
two bridges which lay at fome 
diftance beyond the town, pro- 
bably with a view of preventing 
any of the ftores from being car- 
ried of that way; or, if he had 
orders about the feizure of per- 
fons, to prevent the efcape of 
thofe whom it was his objeé& to 
fecure. A body of militia, who 
occupied a hill in the way, re- 
tired at the approach of the troops, 
and pafled over one of thofe 
bridges, which was immediately 
after taken paffeffion of, by the 
light infantry, The main body 
having arrived at the town, pro- 
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ceeded to execute their commif. 
fion, by rendering three pieces 
of iron cannon unferviceable, de. 
ftroying fome gun and other car. 
riages, and throwing fome bar- 
rels of flour, gunpowder, and 
mufket-ball into the river, In 
the mean time, the militia which 
retired from the hill, feeing feve- 
ral fires in the town, which they 
apprehended to be of houfes in 
flames, returned towards the 
bridge which they had lately paf- 
fed, and which lay in their way 
thither. Upon chis movement, 
the light infantry retired on the 
Concord fide of, the river, and 
began to pull up the bridge; but 
upon the nearer approach of the 
militia, (who feemed fludioufly 
to have avoided all appearance of 
beginning the attack, and made 
as if they only wanted to pafs as 
common travellers) the toldigan 
immediately fired, and killed two 
men, ‘The provincials returned 
the fire, and {kirmifh enfued at 
the bridge, in which the former 
feem to have been under fome 
difadvantage, and were obliged 
to retreat, having feveral men 
killed and wounded, and a lieu- 
tenant and fome others taken. 

About this time the country 
rofe upon them. The troops 
were attacked on all quarters; 
fkirmifh {ucceeded upon fkirmifh; 
and a continued, though fcatter- 
ing and irregular fire, was fup- 
pore through the whole of a 
ong and a very hot day. In 
the march back of fix miles to 
Lexington, the troops were ex- 
ceedingly ee not only by 
the purfuers, but by fire from 
houfes, walls, and other coverts, 
all of which were filled or lined 
with armed men, 

Jt happened fortunately, that 

gener 

















eneral Gage merrier of the 
Sours of the fervice, had de- 
tached Lord Percy early in the 
morning with 16 companies of 
foot, a detachment of marines, 
and two pieces of cannon, to 
fupport colonel Smith’s detach- 
ment, and that they were arriv- 
ed at Lexington by the time the 
others had returned from Con- 
cord, This circumftance was 
the more fortunate, as it is re- 
rted the firft detachment had 
by that time -expended all their 
ammunition ; but if that even 
had not been the cafe, it fcarce- 
ly feems poffible that they could 
have efcaped being cut off or ta- 
ken in the long fubfequent re- 
gr of fifteen miles. 

This powerful fupport, efpe- 
cially the cannon, PE forded a 
breathing-time to the firit de- 
tachment at Lexington, which 
they already much wanted, he 
ficld-pieces obliged the provinci- 
als to keep their diftance, But 


"as foon as the troops refumed 


their march, the attacks, as the 
country people became more nu- 
merous, grew in proportion more 
violent, and the danger wascon- 
tinually augmenting, until the 

arrived about fun-fet at Charlef- 
town; from whence they paf- 
fed over diretly to Bofton, un- 
‘der the protection (as the pro- 
vincials fay) of the guns of the 
Somerfet man of war ; the troops 
being entirely fpent and worn 


. down, by the exceffive fatigue 


they had undergone, They had 
marched that day near 35 miles, 

lhe lofs was not fo great on 
either fide, as the length, irregu- 
larity, and variety of the engage- 
ment might feem to indicate; 
which may be attributed to the 
provincials not being at firft 
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parte in number, and to their 
ing afterwards kept at fome 


 diftance by the field-pieces. The 


king’s troops, as may be expec- 
ted were the greateft fufferers, 
having loft, in killed, wounded, 
and prifoners, 27 fens of which 
65 were killed, 2 lieutenants, and 
above 20 private men taken pri- 
foners, and colonel Smith, with 
another lieutenant-colonel, and 
feveral officers, wounded. B 
the provincial account, whic 
gives the names and places of 
abode of thofe who fell on their 
fide, their lofsin killed and wound- 
ed (including thofe who fell by 
the firft fire in the morning at 
Lexington) amounted only to 
about 60, of which near two 
thirds were killed. . 

By the neareft calculation that 
can be made, there were from 
1800 to 2000 of the beft troops 
in the fervice (being about half 
the force that was then ftationed 
at Bofton) employed upon this 
expedition, The event fuffici- 
ently fhewed how ill informed 
thofe were who had fo often af- 
ferted at home, that a regiment 
or two could force their wa 
through any part of the conti- 
nent, and that the i! fight of 
a grenadier’s cap would be fuf- 
ficient to put an American army 
to flight. 

Upon this occafion, each fide 
charged the other with the moft 
inhuman cruelties, Civil wars 
produce many fuch charges; but 
we have good reafon, and fome 
authority for believing, that thefe 
accounts, if at all true on either 
fide, were much exaggerated. On 
one fide it is certain, that an of- 
ficer and fome of the foldiers who 
were wounded and —— 
gave public teftimonials of the 
humanity 
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humanity with which they were 
treated ; and that the provincial 
commanders fent an offer to Ge- 
neral Gage, to admit his furge- 
ons to come and drefs. the 
wounded. 

Although, on the other fide, 
the regulars were charged with 
killing the old, the infirm, the 
unarmed,and the wounded, with- 
out mercy; with burning feve- 
ral houfes, and plundering every 
thing that came in their way, 
we have had too conitant and u- 
niform an experience of the ho- 
nour of our officers, and the hu- 
manity of our foldiers, not to 
confider this account as equally 
exagzerated, 

‘This affair immediately called 
up the whole province in arms; 
and though a fufficient number 
were f{peedily affembled effeétu- 
ally to inveft the king’s troops in 
Bofton, it was with difficulty 
that the crowds who were hafti- 
ly marching from different parts, 
could be prevailed upon to return 
to their refpective homes, The 
body of militia which furrounded 
Bofton amounted, as it was faid, 
to 20,000 men, under the com- 
mand of the colonels Ward, 
Pribble, Heath, Prefeot, and 
Thomas, who for the prefent 
acted as generals, and having fix- 
ed their head-quarters at Cam- 
bridge, formed a line of encamp- 
ment, the right wing of which 
extended from that town to Rox- 
bury, and the left to Myftic, the 
diftance between the points being 
avout thirty miles.  “Lhis line 
they ftrenghtened with artillery, 
‘They were f{peedily joined by 
colonel Putnam, an old and brave 
provincial officer, who had ac- 
quired experience and reputation 
m tne two lalt wars. He en- 


“Hiftory of the 


Prefent War. 


camped with a large detachment - 


of Conneéticut troops in fuch a 
pofition, ‘as to be readily able to 
fupport thofe who. were before 
the town, 


The affair at Lexington (tho? 


fome fuch event muft have been 
long forefeen and expeéted) ex- 
cited the greateft indignation in 
the other colonies, and they pre- 


pared for war with as much ea- ~ 


gernefs dnd difpatch, as if an e- 
nemy had already appeared at 
each of their doors. he bra- 
very fhewn by the militia in this 
their firft eflay, and the fuppof- 
ed advantages they obtained over 
the regulars, were matters of 
great exultation; while thofe 
who fell in the action, were re- 
gretted with the deepeft concern, 
and honoured, not only as 
triots, but as martyrs, who 
died bravely in the caufe of their 
country, The outrages and cruel- 
ties charged upon the king’s for- 


ces, however unjuftly founded, _ 


produced a great effect, and in- 
crea(ed the public fever, 

‘The continental Congrefs hav- 
ing met at the time appointed at 
Philadelphia, (May 10,) foon 
adopted fuch meafures as confirm- 
ed the people in their refolution 
and conduct. Among their firft 
aéts were fefolutions for the raif- 
ing of an army, and the efta- 
blifhment of a large paper cure 
rency for its payment ;_ the 
** United Colonies,” (by which 


appellation they refolvec that they © 


fhould be known and diftinguifh- 


ed for the future) being fecuri- 


ties for realizing the nominal! va- — 


lue of this currency. They alfo 
ftriGly prohibited the fupplying 
of the Britifh fitheries with any 
kind of provilion; and to rendet 
this order the more effectual, 
they 
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they ftopt all exportation to thofe 
colonies,i{lands,and places, which 
{till retained their obedience, 
This meafure, which does not 
feem to have been expected, or 
even apprehended at home, oc- 
cafioned no {mall diftrefs to the 
people at Newfoundland, and to 
all thofe employed in the fifheries; 
infomuch that to prevent an ab- 
folute famine, feveral fhips were 
under a necefity of returning 
light from that ftation, to carry 
out cargoes of provifions from 
ireland. 

In the mean time, feveral pri- 
vate perfons belonging to the back 
parts of Conneéticut, Mafiachu- 
fett’s, and New-York, under- 
took at their own rifque, and 
without any public command or 
participation, an expedition of 
the utmoft importance, and which 
not only in its confequences moft 
iadhaislt affeéted the intereft 
and power of government in the 
colonies; but had brought the 
quettion to the critical nicety of 
a point, and the decifion to de- 
pend merely upon accident, whe- 
ther we fhould have a fingle pof- 
feffion left in North-America. 
‘This was the {urprize of ‘Licon- 
deroga, Craten-Point and other 
fortrefles, fituated upon the great 
lakes, and commanding the pafles 
between the Britifh colonies and 
Canada, it feems that fome of 
thofe who were among the firtt 
that formed this defign, and had 
fet out with the greateft privacy 
in itS projecution, met by the 
way with others, who, without 
any previous Concert, were em- 
barked in the fame project; fo 
extenfive was that fpirit of enter- 
prize which thefe unhappy con- 
tefts called into action, ‘Ihefe 
adventurers, amounting in the 
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whole to about 240 men, under 
the command ofa colonel Eafton, 
and a colonel Ethan Allen, with 

reat perfeverence and addrefs, 
urprized the fmail garrifons of 
‘Ticonderoga and Crown Point. 
Thefe fortreffes. were taken with. 
out the lofs of aman on either 
fide. ‘They found in the forts a 
confiderable artillery, amount- 
ing, as they faid, to above 200 
pieces of cannon, beiides fome 
mortars, howits, and quantities 
of various ftores, which were to 
them highly valuable ; they alfo 
took two veflels, which gave them 
the command of LakeChamplain, 
and materials ready prepared at 
‘Ticonderoga for the building and 


equippilig of others, 
(To be continued.) 





For thee Untrenp STaTEs Ma- 
GAZINE. 


A Genuine Letter on the Danger 
and Evils of all Religious E- 
{tablifhments, ‘ 


To J-fs P-lk, Efq. a Member of 
the Hon, Houfe of Delegatesin 
the State of Aduryland. 


Sir, 
N your informing me, that 
fundry petitions have been 
prefentedto your Affembly ,pray- 
ing for an eftablifhment of a@ cer- 
tain church in-your ftate, though 
you think the majority of your 
colleagues to be of too liberal 
Sentiments, to be at all affected 
by them; i fum’d up the follow- 
ing arguments, (though you can 
add many more) to clear the 
matter, and I am fatisfied they 
will be thought fufficient by any 
man of candor, who has read the 
hiftories 
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hiftories of all the eftablifhments 
in Chriftendom, and particular] 
thofe of England and Scotland, 
both Papal and Reformed, from 
the earlieft times; but fuch gen- 
tlemen as you and you. brethren 
will beft be able to make the ig- 
norant people underftand and feel 
their force. : 


ueries on the proposal of a legal 
rhebibment F burches. 

1. What is propofed to be e- 
ftablifhed by a law? It muft be 
either a certain people, or acer- 
tain /et of articles, opinions, and 
ceremonies of religion. It can- 
not mean to give a fuperiority to 
one {et of people over all the reft, 
in a free State, where a good 
fubjeéts have an equal right to 
the fupport of the laws. It muft 
therefore mean to eftablifh acer- 
tain fet of articles of religion, to 
oblige all men to think, and {peak, 
and worfhip God in one form 
and ritual, 

2. Is not every religious efta- 
blifhment built on this falfe prin- 
ciple, that religion cannot be pro- 
moted, or their religious fociety 
edified, without a general unifor- 
mity; that the fenfe of the oip- 
tures can be but one, and that 
theirs is the true one, to whichall 
in that State muft aéively concur 
or paffively fubmit? 

3. Muft there not therefore be 
in every fuch eftablifhment fome 
one theological fyftem fixed upon, 
from which every deviation isde- 
clared to be serit incurring fome 
legal penalty, whether fire and 
faggot, or fines, imprifonment, 
or incapacity of offices, &c. ‘Vo 
which fyftem, articles, or con- 
Seffion of faith, an unfeigned af- 
Sent, a folemn oath and fubfcrip- 
tien, become an indifpenfible con- 


dition of admitting the clergy, and 
fometimes the pecp/e, to the com- 
munion of that church, and en- 
joying the emoluments of that 
{tate ? 

4. Whether all fuch eftablifh- 
ments, as juft defcribed, Luthe- 
ran or Calviniff, Catholic, or 
Proteflant, Prefbyterian or Epi/- 
or the Scots hirk or the 
church of England, &c. &c, are 
not violent abridgements of na- 
tural and chriftian liberty, and 
tyranny to the confciences of 
men? 

5. Are they not diametrically 


a to the great princifle f | 


t ee ean | 
was evidently this, ** ‘That pri- 
vate chriftians were left at liber- 
ty, to fearch the Scriptures for 
the grounds of their religion, and 
to build their faith only on this 
foundation ?”’ 
6. Who therefore can with- 
hold a tear, when he recollects, 
that by e/fabli/hing confeffions, ar- 
ticles, liturgies, and rubrics in the 
various churches, the glorious re- 
formation was ina fhort time tar- 
nifhed, difgraced, and ftopt inits 
rogrefs? By creeds and confef- 
ions was not the right of private 
judgment taken away, the princi- 
ple and {pirit of popery returned, 
and Great Britain at both ends 
became the image of the beat, 


(Rev, xiii.15.) by uniting Chrift’s _ 


kingdom with the world, and ex- 
erciling brutal cruelties? 

7. jefus Chrift the omnifcient 
head of the churches, well knew 
that from the right of private 
judgment, dvoeriiey of opinions 
would be unavoidable, yet left no 
other terms of communion belides 
the Holy Scriptures ; who then has 
a right todemandany other? Has 
not Chrift and his apoftles Ie 
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the terms of communion fufficient- 
ly open for all pious and reafonable 
Chriftians of different opinions, 
and fhall we (who have now civil 


“and religious liberty reftored by 
our auguff Congre/s) return to 


the yoke of bondage? Rom xiv, 
5. Chrift left his people a plero- 
phory, viz. full fail, with wind and 
tide in their faith, And thus it 
firft triumphed over the powers of 
the world in a few years, 

8. Has not every Chriftian a 
right to fearch the fcriptures for 
hunfelf: 4 right which he cannot 
transfer to any council, affembly, 
fynod; convocation, parliament, 
pope or bifhop, becaufe it is his 
duty perfonally to exercife it for 
himfelf, and therefore not only 
to fearch, but determine for him- 
felf, though he thould diflen: from 
all the eftablifhed forms and litur- 
gies on earth? 

g. Is it aid, ** Thefe forms 
or articles, liturgies, creeds, and 
confeffions, are expedient and 
ufeful, and therefore they fhould 
be eftablifhed, though the fcrip- 
ture he filent; and the authority 
muft be lodged fomewhere to 
enforce them?’?» Can any man 
who confiders the genius and de- 
fin of the Chriftian religion, look 
for expedience and ufefulnefs in 
church officers going beyond their 
plain commiffiont Woes not God 
only judge of hearts, ana muft 
not confcience be ever free? 
Chrift is the fole Jegiilator in his 
churches. Let all the ettablifh- 
ments tremble at the curfe de- 
nounced on thofe, who add or 
diminifh.---** Adagna eff veritas 
& prevaiibit.” 

ro. Do not the many churches 
who claim a full power and mea- 
fure of authority to effablifh what 
articles and ceremonies they pleafe, 
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yet violently cenfure and condemn 
the fame power aflumed by their 
mother church of Rome, and call 
it an impudent and unfcriptural 
ufurpation? Or how came the 
church of England or Scetland to 
have this right exclufive of all 
other churches? 

ir. If it be afked, **. Why 
mulitudes are foattached to'thefe 
eflablifbed forms inevery country y 
efteeming theirs only orthodox, 
and all others. bere/y,’? may it 
not be anfwered, that it is wholly 
owing to ignorance, and want of 
careful enquiry, with the preju- 
dices of education, which prevail 
too muchover the common peor 
ple every where? Vhis will no 
more juftify the Briti/h than the 
Mahometan eftablithments. 

12. ** Did not the 4 :oflesre- 
ow a confent to their doé?rines?”’ 

‘es. But will any pretend the 

articles and explications of anyun- 
in/pired bifbop or general atiem- 
bly, &c, ftand on the fame au- 
thority, as God's holy oracles? 

13. Phough bifhop Burnet, and 
fome other ingenious men have 
tortured many texts (Rom, vi. 
17. 1 Lim, vi,3. 2-lim.i. 13) 
to make them {peak of a form 
ear y eftablifhed in moft churches: 
Is it not evident that mo one name 
is fixed for it, nor any expreflions 
that mean it; for the Greek ren- 
dered found wards, are literally 
healing wards, or words of falva- 
tion, &c.? and do not all the 
mott. competent judges. under- 
ftand them of the exemplification 
of the Chriftian doétrine im the 
practice of pious be.ievers ® After 
the moft careful refearches I can 
inake, I confefs with the ingeni- 
ous Mr>'Whifton, I have found 
no traces of any apoftclic «reed, 
for near three hundred years after 
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our Lord; and the creeds of the 
fourthcentury appear verydoubt - 
ful and exceptionable, to the con- 
founding and difturbing Chrifti- 
anity. If there were a flandard 
of orthodoxy, where is it to be 
found? itcould not be loit. Why 
did not the firft apologifts menti- 
on it as an authority ; as it would 
have been very much to their 
purpofe? But there was none, 
14. Eftablifhed forms of religi- 
on are propofed as a ** remedy 
of gro{s and noxious errors, when 
falfe doétrines are clothed in ferip- 
ture language,’ But how does 
thisappear? Do not thefe creeds 
confefiions and articles abounding 
in f{cholaftic and theologic terms, 
rather tend to perpex and con- 
found, than illuftrate the truth? 
Have not fome things condemn- 
ed by one party of creed-makers, 
been eflablifhed by another? If 
chablipbed forms could fupprefs 
error, there fhould bea mew e/- 
tablifhed form every year, for while 
mens tongues and pens are at 
liberty, new opinions will be fre. 
quently fuggeited, Or have not 
fuch sflablipbed f.rms been’ the 
moft ufual caufe of errors, by per- 
petuating the oppofition made to 
them? What is becomeof all the 
errors again{ft which no creeds 
were levelled; being open to 
free debate (as Chritt and his a- 
poltles left them, without any 
human anathema’s denounced) 
have they not died in oblivion? 
15. Since Chrif?’s kingdom ts 
not of this wordd; and he abfo- 
lutely refufed to meddle with civil 
controverfies, is it not plain that 
every church eftablithment is blend- 
ing togetber, what reafon and 
chriftianity require to be for ever 
Jeperate? Hence every eftablith- 
ment, P:.pifh or Proteflant, mut 
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be unfriendly to the great ani 
an doétrine of toleration, Has . 
not this been the /o/s of godly + 
cip.ine, generally in eftablith. 
ments, by enforcing the cen/fures 
of the church, with thefe jecular 
terrors, which the Magiftrate 
by virtue of his office is bound 
to inflict only on immoralities 
prejudicial to fociety? 

16. Have not Erajmus, Fo- 
hannes, Cartwright, and Baxter 
clearly demonftrated that all the 
councils and writings of the fathers 
have been infeéted with antichrif- 
tian errors? and what greater 
fecurity of infalibility can any 
convocation or any general Al- 
fembly of grave divines pretend 
to now? 

17. If any eftablifhment muft 
be, why not eftabli/h the holy word 
of God, againft which none may 
/peak or write, or blafpheme their 
facred author, leaving every man 
to underitand it as o can; for 
this is all our Lord eftablifhed? 
This fhould remain the only or- 
thodoxy, and only eftablifhment, 
until itbe proved that ‘* mew and 
unfcriptural words will better hx 
the fenfe of fcripture dotrine, 
than the word: and phrafes of 
Fefus Chrift and his apofiles.” 

18. Are not all eftablithments 
of articles and confeffions impo- 
fed as terms of communion, um- 
fcriptural temptations diftrefiing 
many a confcientious minifter in 
the hard dilemma, viz, fabjcrip- 
tion again{t your confcience of 
flarve ; excluding men of fincere 
virtue, and admitting the moit 
abandoned to fplendid livings? 

19. Will any man pretend to 
fay, thatcomplying with the terms 
of an efiablifhed formulary is an 
waner Zt of what is called or- 
th:doxy? See in Dr, Doddridge’s 
lectures, 








id 





le&tures, in hbiw many fenfes the 
articles of the church of England 
have been fubferibed, to the 
wounding men’s confciences. 

20. Have effabli/hments in fa 
ever primated religion in any na- 
tion: Look round the world and 
fee? Happy chriftianity as Chrift 
left it; but how foon was it /o 
and metamorphofed, when efta- 
blithed and enriched by Conftan - 
tine the Great! 

21. Do not all effablifhments 
in general derogate from the au- 
thority and fufficiency of {cripture, 
encroach on the /iberty of con- 
fcience, and independency of chrif- 
tian churches, tending to divi/i- 
ons, factions, and feparations, ex. 
fingui/hing peace, shestiel truth, 
and virtue ? ' 

22. Religion prevails by its 
intrinfic beauty, and can bear no 
worldly mixture. Did not Con- 
ftantine the Great by bringing 
the world into the church; an 
Athanafius by bisereeds, inftead of 
eftablifhing religion, e/fablifh a 
hot bed of ignorance, indolence, 
[uperftition, berefy, barbarity, and 
luxury, in the old world to this 
day? 

23. Thefe few confiderations 
being duly weighed, and candidly 
confidered, and fuch anfwers gi- 
ven to thefe queftions, as every 
man of reading and penetration 
muft give; have we not infinite 
caufe of gratitude to the author 
of all wifdom, who have put it 
in the hearts of the American 
Congres, of endlef/s fame, to have 
religion, and every man’s contci- 
ence free as the air we breathe, 
and our fouls unfhackied with any 
of the eftablifbmeuts which have 
occafioned moft of the errors, 
animofities, perfecutions, civil 
wars, and much of. the blood- 
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fhed of the old world? 
lam, Sir, much at your fervice, 


Lewes, March 3. 1779. 


PS, Nothing here faid\is meant 
to exclude every religious fociery 
(that is an individuai church or 
congregation) to fix its own terms 
of communion, for which (if too 
narrow) it is only accountable 
to God: But the civi/ power 
have no connexion with it as a 
congregation, though they pro- 
tect the individvals as fubjects; 
unlefs perhaps every State thould 
incorporate the elders, or church- 
wardens, &c. to manage the af- 
fairs init, as the wardens are in 
Engand; which if limited to a 
moderate fum, would fecure le- 
gacies, &c. Let us ail befeech 
the Almighty Saviour of our 
country, that true /iberty, civil 
and divine may for ever eman- 
cipate the Americans (and even 
the poor Africans here) from 
every bondage, and this antichrif- 
tian yoke ot partial efablifhments, 
which fetter fouls, and foment 
bigotry, which give a mean nar- 
rownefs to the foul, raife ran- 
cours, parties, and deftroy civil 
and focial happinefs, 


EsTABLISHMENT of thefe 
Unitrep STaTeEs, 


An American Account. 


HE fall of ancient empires, 
|] and the rife of new ftates, 
are the nobleft themes, that 
can exercife the abilitics of writ- 
ers: And among the many re- 
volutions that have happened in 
the hiftory of nations,there isnone 
that canj demand a greater com-~- 
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pafs of political inveftigatien and 
commercial knowledge than that 
of thefe United States, which 
like fo many lights with. native 
folendor have rifen trom the fhades 
of antiquated governments, and 
now bid ta.r to {pread themfelves 
with undiminifhed Juftre to the 
late(t ages) ‘The writer of the 

lain account propofed to the 
public, bas not that. confidence 
of full refource of thought. and 
knowledge of this nature, which 
would enable him to venture 
boldly om the argument, And 
had he even fuch refource, yet 
amidt the engacement of a clofe 
att ntion to a different ftudy, he 
potieties not that eafy and abun- 
dant leifure, which would enable 
him to do his country juftice in 
the execution of fo great an un- 
All he therefore can 


tt net hon Baie 
cei faning, 


pose and all the public can 
lave yeafon to expect, is his 
throwing out fuch thoughts as 


without any deep refearch may 
have oceurred to his mind, and 
his treafuring up fuch faéts as 
without amore than general en. 
quiry may have become the fub- 
ject of his knowledge; the ex- 
preffien of which thoughts, and 
the relation of which faéts,. will 
be only fuch as without a ftriét 
attention to the harmony of pe- 
riod, requiring the repeated trial 
of the ear, he may be able to 
commit to paper. It is not his 
intention to give a general hifto- 
ry fiom the earlieft fettlements 
of thefe plantations; nor will he 
yet confine himfelf to that com- 
mencement when the declaratory 
bili 4:ad patied, or when the fword 
was drawn at Lexington ; but 
wandexig down and touching 
on the fini: difeovery of the con- 
tinent, he will revert his courfe, 
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and handling feveral fubjeéts in 
his way, come back to thofe lefs 
diftant periods when the tyranny 
ot Britain began to thew itielf in 
bold encroachments, and when 
no longer tolerable, it gave rife 
to thofeexertions which have ter- 
minated in the full ettablifhment 
of this confederate empire. W ith- 
out any farther introduction he 
will begin what may be called, 
An Acc-unt f the Eftablifhment 
of thefe United States. 


THe right of Great-Britain to 
the foilof North-America,found- 
ed on the firft difcovery of the 
coaft, however juft in its nature, 
yet was limited in its extent,by the 
right of the natives, and the right 
of other nations. The right of 
the natives has been generally 
fuppofed not to limit but to: ex- 
clude all others, . Kor the law of 
nature vefts the foil in the firft 
occupant, and thefe from» the 
earlieft times had poflefled the 
country. But fhall a few tribes 
thinly fcattered over an immenfe 
continent retain poffeffion of it, 
while other parts of the giobeare 
overcharged with inhabitants ? 

To fet this matter in a clear 
point of view, we fhall revert to 
the origin of that right which all 
men have, in common with each 
other, to the earth, the water, 
and the air; and this we fhall find 
in that extenfive grant to the firft 
pair, and in them equally to all 
their defcendents. ‘Ivhis grant 
is recorded in the firft chapter and 
the firft book of the facred law, 
And (sod bileffed them, and Ged 

Jatd unto them, be fruitful and 
multiply and replenifb the earth, 
and fubdue it: and have dominion 
over the fib ay the Jia, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over ever 
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ry lining thing that moveth upon 
the earth. “Vhe words of this 
grant convey no right of primo: 
geniture, or any other right by 
which one man may occupy a 
larger portion of the foil than his 

eicghbour;. for rights of this kind 
‘are the eftabliihments of civil po- 
licy, and can have no place be- 
tween individuals, in a {late of na- 
ture; or between different nati- 
ons, who. are in # {tate of nature 
with relation to each other. The 
unequal. diftribution of the foil; 
ed difappoint the manifeft in- 
tention of the, grant, which was 
to people and improve the earth, 
for it is unfavourable to pdpur 
lation tha: focieties or individuals 
fhould poffefs a greater quan- 
tity of foil than is neceflary for 
their own fubfiftence, 

To apply this to the aborigines 
or native indiahs of America: 
Shall thefe tribes, inferior in num- 
ber to perhaps one twentieth of 
the inhabitants of Eur@pe, pof- 
fefs ten times the territory? It 
will be faid that their manner of 
life makes a greater quantity of 
foil neceflary. ‘hey live by 
hunting, and though their tribes 
are thinly fcattered over this con- 
tinent, yet the wholeis not more 
than fufficient for a hunting 
ground; nay, with even this ex- 
tent of country their fubfiftence 
is precarious, and they frequent- 
ly experience the fevereft rage of 
famine, when the wild animals 
that make their food are render- 
ed fearce, or have withdrawn to 
a different foreft of the country. 
But do the laws of revelation 
or of nature leave every man at 
liberty to ufe what manner of 
life he pleafes? Vhis will deferve 
jome confideration. 

Before the fall the earth {pon- 
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taneoufly. brought. forth every 
herb and every tree for the ufe 
of man, and we may reafonably 
prefume, that withoutcultivation 
it would then: fupport ‘a larger 
number of inhabitants than itcan 
at prefent with the utmoft labour 
we are able to beftow upon iti 
In this ftate of things it was not 
neceflary to bxescife the arts of 
induitry ; but when the curfe ate 
tendant on the lapfe of Adam, 
‘* -glanced aflope’ upon the 
ground,” and it: became fterile; 
the cultivation of it'was enjoined 
oa man, not only as his punifh- 
merit, butas now the only means 
by which he could fupport him- 
felf, and comply with the condi- 
tion of the grant, ** replenith 
the earth and fubdue it, ‘The 
Lord God fent him (the firit man) 
forth from the garden of Eden, 
to till the ground,” 
1 acknowledge in the earl 
times the cultivation of the eart 
was not fo immediately enjoined 


as necellary ; for the few inhabi-. 


tants might live by pafturage, and 
for fome {pace of time poiterior 
to the general deluge, when the 
fleth of animals was given to the 
ufe of man, they might fubfift by 
hunting; but on the clofer fettle- 
ment of families and nations, this 
manner of life became impoffible 
to one, without engrofling more 
territory than could be {pared to 
another, and as all could notfub- 
{i{t in this manner, no one had 
aricht to claim it as an exclulive 
priviledge. 

‘The law of nature, where the 
law of revelation js not known, 
fuficiently enjoins on every man 
that he contract his claim of foil 
to equal bounds, and purfue that 
manner of life which is moft con- 
fiftene with the genera! populati- 
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on of the earth, and the encreafe 
of happinefs to mankind: And 
it will eafily appear that the mode 
of life by pafturage or hunting, 
requiresa more extenfive territo- 
ry than by agriculture 3 and at the 
fame time frora the very circum- 
ftance of thin and fcattered fettle- 
ments in that ftate, the powers 
of genius are inactive, the arts 
and fciences remain unknown, 
and man continues to be an ani- 
mal differing in nothing but in 
fhape from the beafts of prey that 
roam upon the mountain. The 
life of thefe is therefore not hu- 
man; for it is abhorrent from 
the way of life which God and 
nature points out asthe life of man. 
** ‘The Lord God fent him forth 
to till the ground ;”? andcommon 
reafon has difcovered that from 
the goodinefs and benevolence ap- 
parent in the whole creation, and 
from that provifion made abun- 
dantly for every crearure, it muft 
be moft agreeable to the Creator 
that the earth be ftored with in- 
habi:ants ; and that in order to 
this end, a way of life be chofen 
in which individuals or particular 
nations may fubfift with the leaft 
extent of territory. 

‘The aborigines of this conti- 
nent can therefore have but {mall 
pretence to a foil which they have 
never cultivated. ‘The moft they 
can with juftice claim, is a right 
to thofe {pots of ground where 
their wigwains have been planted, 
and to fo much ofthe foil around 
them as may be neceffary to pro- 
duce grain to fupport them in 
their families; or towns upon 
the coaft, or in the inland coun- 
try, where they have inhabited. 
Perhaps they may have fome pri- 
ority ot right to occupy a diffe- 
rent tract of country, fhould it 
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be their choice to change the fi- 
tuation where former circum- 
{tances may have placed them, 

The continent of North-Ame- 
rica may therefore on the firft 
difcovery of the coaft, by any 
civilized European nation, be 
confidered as, the greater part of 
it, a vacant country, and liable 
to become the property of thofe _ 
who fhould take the trouble to 
poffefs it. Neverthelefs I do not 
mean to juftify the waging an 
unneceflary war againft the na- 
tives, or he extirpation of them 
altogether; but yet i would juf- 
tify encroachment on. the terri- 
tory claimed by them, until they 
are reduced to fmaller bounds, 
and under the neceffity of chang- 
ing their unpolifhed and ferocious 
{tate of life, for fixed habitations 
and the arts of agriculture, At 
the fame time | think it {till ad- 
vifeable to purchafe from them, 
if it may be donejconveniently ; 
becaufe it is a @i€tate of humani- 
ty to decline infifting on the full 
extent of any claim of property, 
if it may involve the fhedding of 
the blood of thofe, who though 
funk beneath the dignity of hu- 
man nature, yet bear the name 
and are feen in the fhape of men. 

From the whole of this reafon- 
ing it will be evident, that the 
right of Great Britain to the foil 
of this continent, in confequence 
of the firft difcovery of thecoatt, 
was limited by the rights of the 
aborigines or native indians found ° 
upon it, but it was limited in 
fmall degree, and the greater part 
of this immenfe territory was 
thenin ftri& view of revealed and 
of natural law, without an owner 
or inhabitant. 

(To be continued.) 
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Pusrication of General Lee 
in the Pennfylvania Advertifer. 


HE impertinence and ftupi- 
dity of the compiler of that 
wretched performance, with the 
pompous title of The Magazine 
of the United States,. have, I 
find, been the means of my filly, 


but certainly harmlefs letter to 


Mifs Franks, being introduced 
into the New-York papers, and, 
Iam told, of giving much unea- 
finefs to that amiable young lady, 
for whofe character, in every re- 
fpect, i have the higheft regard. 
Jf the confequence of this foolith 
trafh had been only making a noife 
in this town, (which is not an 
Athens) 1 fhould not have trou- 
bled the public on the fubjeét; 
but as 1 perceive it is extended 
much farther, gives every day 
frefh uneafinefs to the lady ; and 
as my motives for writing ithave 
been mifinterpreted by the mali- 


~tious, and mifunderftood by the 


blockheads; to undeceive the 
public, | muft entreat that you 
will infert in your paper the in- 
clofed copy of a letter which I 
wrote to the lady, on being in- 
formed that fhe was both offend- 
ed and diftrefled by my jett, the 
intention of which was merely to 
make her, and a few of her ac- 
quaintance, laugh for amoment, 
and then to throw it into the fire 
It is indeed much to be lament- 
ed, that the compiler of the AZa- 


“gazine of the United States, fhould 


after {ix months hard labour, not 
be able to {queeze outof his brain 
fufficient matter for his conp d’ 
éffai, even with the aid of his 
heavenly mufe, without having 
recourfe to fuch wretched {tuff 
as my letter to Mifs Franks; but 
wretched as it was, the compiler 


of the Magazine, from want o! 
comprebention and faulty punétu- 
ation, has rendered it ten times 
worfe---the only parts which had 
any pretenfion to humour are, 
by pafling through his hands, be- 
come the moft infipid of the whole, 
I fhall give one mftance of it, 
---the original runs thus, J fail 
repeat, (although, in {pite of thesr 
beauties, I am almoft cut of breath 
with repititions and parenthefis) 
but I fhall repeat---The raillery 
here intended is againft my own 
manner of writing, which has 
been defervedly laughed at for re- 
petitions and parenthefis, by fe- 
veral who have taken the trou- 
ble to read my publications. But 
the Magazine-writer trensfers 
thefe beauties, viz, of repetitions 
and parenthefis to the poor knights 
of the mefchianza, whofe beau- 
ties were never once thought of. 

The poftfcript he has mangled 
ftill more horribly; the chief 
farcafm it contained was levelled 
again{t the gentleman who, with- 
out leave had taken a copy, and 
read it wherever he went, [It 
ran thus---/n all affairs of boxour, 
as you mufi know, it is a rule to 
obferve the firidt ff filence, unizt 
the matter is brought to an iffue. 
1 have myfelf been extremely cantt- 
cus, having only communicated it 
to mytrufty and confidential friend 

r.---, who bas aéied with all 
the prudence that could be expected 
from him, for he bas only revealed 
it to nine members of Congre/s {no 
more than four of whom were law- 
yeri, and to feventeen ladies, no 
more than five of whom were old 
maids) fo that there can be no ap- 
prehenfioas of the affur’s taking 
wind as far as depends on me, aad 
I hope you will be equally guarded. 
Now, tho’the witof this pofticript 
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is at beft miferable enough, God 
knows, it certainly is not defery- 
ing of its prefent unhappy defti 

ny, which is, by a fingle omif 

fion of the Magazine-compiler, 
to be qualified to keépscompany 
with Vanhett’s cave, the damnable 
tralh imputed to poor General 
Moultrie, and, what is ftill more 
degrading, w ith his own damnable 
verles, which, ifa Chriftmas bell- 

man was to fing under our win- 
dows, we fhould certainly throw 
fomething on his head, 


Phi adelpbia, ‘fan. 28,1779. 
Madam 5 

O THING has happened to 
me of late that has given 

me moreconcern than the ferious 
ight in which,\[ am told, you 
are perfuaded to confider the 
harmlefs 9, postin letter 1 wrote 
to you; Te ay perfuaded to confi- 
der, becaufe on the firtt receipt 
of it, when you were directed 
by your own excchent under- 
ftanding alone, you conceived jt, 
as it was meant, 2n innocent jeu 
a’e/prit, 1 do nét mean to com- 
pliment when | affure you, upon 
my honour, that it was the good 
opinion | had of your underftand- 
ing which encouraged me to in- 
dulge myfelf in this piece of rail- 
lery, which, in effect, is not in 
the leaft directed againft you, but 
againft myfelf and a few ot hers, 
If it contains any fatyr, you are 
obvioufly the vehicle, not the ob- 
ject, My acquaintance with you 
is too flender to admit of my tak- 
ing any liberties which border 
on familiarity; and unlefs I had 
been taught to believe that the 
liberality of your mind and chear- 
fulnefs of difpofition were fuch 
that you would be pleafed with 
any effort to make you laugh for 
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a moment in thefe times, I de- 
clare, upon the word of an ho- 
neft man, that I would. fooner 
have put my hand into the fire 
than have written it, Thank 
God, I have not that petelant 
itch for fcribbling, or vain ambi- 
tion of pafling for-a wit, as to 


Give virtue {candal, innocence 2-4 
fear, 

Or from the foft-eyed virgin fteal 
a’ tear, 


Weak, corrupt, or tyrannical 
adminiftrators of the public af. 
fairs;, ignorant, blundering, and 
conceited Generals, are undoubt- 
edly the fair game of every wri- 
ter in a free Community 5 but in 
juftice to myfelf, I can venture 
to afiert, that there does not ex- 
ift a mortal who holds in greater 
abhorrence than } do, the calum- 
niators of individuals, and diftur- 
bers of the peace of private fami- 
lies; but thofe who wantonly 
wound the tra nquillity of perfons 
of your fex, 1 confider as the 
moft deteftablé of the whole in- 
fernal fpecies, In this point I puth 
my Quixotifm fo far, that for in- 
{tance | fhould think myfelf mo- 
rally obliged, (if the fcoundrel 
could be difcoveres) to cane thro’ 
the public ftreets the author of 
that infamous ribaldry, which he 
is pleafed to call ‘characters, 
wherein fo many refpe€table la- 
dies are bafely and cow ardly tra, 
duced; indeed, | think a whip 
fhould be put into every honelt 
hand to lath the rafcal through 
the world. ‘There is one confo- 
lation, however, which is, that 
his ftupidity, if poffible, furpailes 
his malignity. With refveet to 
my harmlefs letter (for fo 


thought it) [ once more beg leave 
to 








up 


oh 
(O« 
at 
Tes 

to 
ol 
Ave 


to 


Reply to General Lee’s Publication. 165 


to repeat, 1 had not the moft dif- 
tant idea that it could have been 
fo grofly mifunderftood, or that 
you could have been in any 
meafure confidered as the object 
of the fatyr (fuch as it is) but 
merely as the vehicle, I entreat 
therefore, that you will diveft 
yourfelf of the opinion (if ever 
you entertained it) that it was 
my with to give you a fingle un- 
eafy moment; but that my fole 
view was to afford matter of a 
little temporary mirth to you and 
the ladies who form your circle. 
) have fpun out this dull letter 
to a greater length than | intend- 
ed, and hope that its dulnefs will 
be attributed to its proper caufe, 
the fenfibility (which upon my 
honour is not affected ) of having 
been unwarily the caufe of giv- 
ing pain to a young lady, for 
whofe good qualities and charac- 
ter no man has a higher refpect 
and regard, than has, Madam, 
Your mott obedient 
humble fervant, 


CHARLES LEE, 


P. §. T have juft now had a 
fightin Mr. Rivington’s Gazette, 
of Mifs Frank’s pretended anfwer 
to my letter.---i declare folemn- 
ly, that Mifs Franks never did 
write, nor can any body who is 
acquainted with that young lady 
think her capable of writing, a 
fingle fyllable of fuch abominable 
Grub-ftreet, It is probably the 
production of fome gaping expec- 
tant for an office, who has ab- 
furdly flattered himfelf that he 
fhould recommend himfelf to his 
Excellency by any feurrility on 
me. A fcoundrel of this {pecies 
was lately detected at this dirty 
work in the Jerfeys, and the fruits 
of his labours have been a mott 


horrible fright, a precipitate flight 
from the Rorte-whiv of one o 

my Aid de Camps, the contempt 
of the whole army, of his own 
townfmen, and of Gen. Wafh- 
ington’s family, to whom he 
thought he had been paying his 
court. How it fhould happen 
that fo refpectable aname as Mr. 
Cyrus Griffin’s fhould be put to 
this forgery, it is difficult to con- 
ceive; for even if that gentleman 
had not given his honour that he 
had no concern in it, no man 
would believe it poffible that he 
fhould, as the compofer muft be 
not only a very great rafcal, but 
evidently a confummate fool, and 
I have never heard either Mr, 
Griffin’s parts of integrity called 
in queftion. 
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GENERAL LEE, 


Sir, 

HE chef d’ceuvre of yout 

capacity which has been fo 
long on the way, has at length 
come to hand. ‘lhe fpace of two 
months has elapfed fince it was, 
announced to me, that General 
Lee was preparing a fublimate 
of fo corrofive and fearching a 
quality, that like the drops of 
aqua-fortis, it would burn up 
whatever was touched by it. I 
gave it as my opinion to theau- 
thors of the information, that if 
it did not leave an odour like the 
perfulton of a certain fpecies of 
the cat, (not the civet )wellknown 
to naturalifts, it would be, in 
every other refpect, perfectly in- 
noxious., 

You have been two months 
in drawing up your publication, 
und if this is a lefs time than that 

2A in 
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in which L have been engaged in 
eftablifhing a correfpondence and 
collecting materials for the Unit- 
ed States Magazine, it is to be 
attributed to the great facility 
with which you write, a gift 
which is not common to every 
one, The firft part of your fa- 
brication you had got through fix 
weeks ago, for it is at Jeaft that 
time fince I have heard of your 
hawking it about the ftreets, and 
fhewing it to hoftlers and oyfter- 
men, as is ulual with you, and 
which is undoubtedly commend- 
able; for it behoves a man to 
take the opinion of his friends, 
and make the beft ufe of all cri- 
ticifms and obfervations on his 
work, before he ventures to lay 
it before the public. Neverthe- 
lefs, 1 do not think it equally ad- 
vifeable to admit every one of 


thefe people to foift in a para-, 


eraph of their own, as feems to 
have been the cafe withthis com- 
polition; for, certainly, the f- 
gure of the dell-man, and your- 
Self throwing fomething} from the 
window on his bead, canbe of no 
other origirial. 

At length, with all its correc- 
tions and amendments, it has ap- 
peared in the Advertifer, and the 
world muft allow that it hascon- 
fiderable merit. Yet, when we 
bring jt into view that you have 
been two months about it, and 
that in the mean time you have 
drawn twelve rations a day, and 
have had the pay of a Major- 
General, the performance, how- 
ever excellent, will hardly ap- 
pear to be worth the expence of 
it, In the entrance of the work 
you take the liberty to inveigh 
againft the United States Maga- 
zine, a publication which from 
the beginning, 1 had apprehend- 
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ed would not be pleafing to you, 
The lift of the members of Con- 
erefs which it contains in the 
firft page of it, muft be to you 
what a lift of the angels in para- 
dife would have been to Lucifer 
after he had been precipitated 
headlong. Moreover, that por- 
tion of whigyifm pretty largely 
interperfed init, muft have opera- 
ted on your olfactory nerve like 
the fmell of a burnt fifhh to To- 
bit’s devil, or the application of 
certain herbs, as the hunters in- 
form us, to the nofe of a rattle- 
fnake. 

But let me fee: the oftenfible 
reafon of your diflike to the Ma- 
gazine is, that it has become the 
repolitory of a letter writ to the 
amiable Mifs Franks, and that, 
as you would infinuate, it has 
been the vehicle of this letter to 
the Britifh at New- York. I can- 
not believe it; for the United 
States Magazine will be avoided 
by thofe people for the fame rea- ~ 
fon that itis avoided by you, and 
it is very unlikely that it has been 
yet feen amongft them, It is 
more probable that the letter 
has been contrived to them by 
yourfelf ; and indeed, we can have 
little doubt on this head, if we 
recollect that abot the time it 
firft appeared in this city, you 
made a trip to the lines at Eli- 
zabeth- town, New- Jerfeys, 
and as fome fuppofe for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of more eafily tranf- 
mitting it, At any rate, your 
correfpondence appears to be fo 
fo regular with Rivington, from 
whom you receive the Gazettes, 
that it could have been no mat- 
ter of difficulty for you to have 
fent in, at any time, your jeu 
a@’efpric to that gentleman; and 
from the archnefs of your fnecr 
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at thiscity, whichis not an Athens, 
we may eafily colleét that it could 
by no means have contented you 
to have had it confined to its en- 
virons, when with a litde trouble, 
you might have enjoyed the fub- 
lime pleafure of hearing of its ar- 
rival at New-York, flourifhing 
and drawing the attention of ma- 
ny young ladies as chearful and 
as fprightly as Mifs Franks, 

It is uncandid in you, Gene- 
ral Lee, now that you have ta- 
ken fo much pains to have the 
thing made public, to difapprove 
of i, efpecially as you had taken 
care to have fome hundred copies 
circulated through this town, be- 
fore any publifher of papers was 
fo good natured as to admit it t 
the prefs, ‘Mhat you were once 
fond of it, whatever you may 
now pretend to fay, isindubitable 
from the frequency of your re- 
hearfing it; and once particular- 
ly in the company of two or 
three French gentlemen, where 

ou gave fome broad hints, that 
it were not amifs if it was tran- 
flated into their language, and fent 
to the Academie Royale des In- 
feriptions et Beles Lettres, as a 

uelgue morceau of literary merit, 
You now affeét to call it filly, 
and in truth, there are many per- 
fons who have thought itfo: Ne- 
verthelefs, Sir, we very highly 
value it, as, in the mufeum of 
a college, we value {cull-pieces, 
odd-heads and jaw-teeth, not be- 
caufe of their excellence, but be- 
caufe.of the animals from which 
the virtuofo has extracted them. 
In oratory it is not always the 
real merit, but the fingularity or 
fome other characteriftic of the 
holder-forth, that {trikes the at 
tention of the multitude. When 
an Ouran Outang in the reign of 
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George 1, was brought from the 
woods of Hanover to England, 
and was faid to have uttered fome 
uncouth founds, even the philo- 
fophers of that day came from 
all quarters to examine nature, 
and to hear how the wild man 
would exprefs himfelf: For, Sir, 
though you may affect to call 
yourfelf of the lininea fpecies, 
yet let me tell you, that when 
we confider the currifbnefs of 
your humour, and attachment 
to a certain fpecies of the qua- 
druped, we cannot {train our 
complaifance fo far as to be of 
that opinion with you. ! fhall 
not undertake to fay whether as 
to genus you belong to themam- 
malia, amphibia, infecta, orver- 
mes of animals; or whether as 
to fpecies, you are fera, glis, pe- 
cus, or bellua, but thall leave it 
to the Philofophical Society of 
this city, who, | believe, have it 
now before them, and will fhort- 
ly give it to the public with a 
proper plate and dejcription, in 
the firft publication of tranfaéti- 
ons; or perhaps fooner, through 
the channel of the United States 
Magazine, 

Tris town is not an Athens; 
nor are you, Sir, a Diogenes; 
for though from the derivation 
of the word you might becalled 
a cynic, and draw fome refem- 
blance from your living ia a 
dog-kennel, a place almoft as 
cloiely circumicribed as a tub, 
yet you have fo little pretence 
to philofophy, that you can ne- 
ver be ranked with that anci- 
ent. 

You are right in fuppofing that 
your publications have been laughed 
at; and it is an argument of 
the politenefs of my country- 
men, tbat when you have ob- 

ferved 
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ferved them /aughing, and have 
enquired the caufe of it, they 
have fignified that it was only at 
a parenth fi. 

You may perhaps remember 
your famous publication relative 
to the affair of Monmouth, in 
which you fet out to prove, that 
whether you had orders to fight 
or not to fight, yet you had 
obeyed them. On this occafion 
there were many perfons who 
thought you as ingenious as the 
{chool-men amongit theGreeks, 
who would undertake to prove 
which ever of the propofitions 
you appointed to them, that 
you had horns on your head, or 
that you had not horns. The 
fyllogifm would have done ho- 
nour to Ariftotle; and if there 
were fome young perfons who 
were affected with rifibility, and 
you obferved them to fmile, it 
was the beft thing they could fay 
to you, that it was at a paren- 
thefts. 

It is to be lamented, 1 confefs, 
that the copy of your letter 
handed to us, did not happen 
to be the moft correct one: But, 
Sir, it is the cafe with Homer 
(which I acknowledge is a lefs 
valuable work) that from the 
carelefinefs of tranfcribers, and 
the officiouinefs of critics, the 
text has been in fome places 
mangled, and in others inter- 
polated: Without doubt the Jike 
accidents may have befallen,and 
the like liberties may have been 
taken with your compofition, 
in the courfe of its progrefs 
through the hands of the learned 
to that moft ingenious young 
gentleman, your tru/fy and con- 
fidential friend Dr.C. from 
whom we received it. One 
fentence, indeed, in which the 
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vigour of the lady aéfing on ber 
part was expreffed, we ventured 
(we are now fenfible with too 
daring a prefumption) to muti- 
late: But we thought that how- 
ever, in your opinion, it might 
be delicate enough for the lady 
you intended it; yet for a page 
in our Magazine it was rather 
indecent. However, if you 
could {pare half a month to re- 
vife it, and to fuperintend a 
fecond edition of it, with the 
fpelling and pundc?uation agree- 
able to your fancy, it would be 
a truly valuable depofit with 
the world, and would moft af- 
{uredly convey your fame to im- 
mortality. 

The words heavenly mufe and 
verfes recal to my memory a 
circumftance of your fhewing 
me, fome time ago, a poctical 
performance of about a {core of 
lines, which you affured me you 
had abfolutely writen with the 
affiftance of no more than one 
other gentleman; andthis which 
had been publifhed in England, 
and was bound up with a fong 
of ‘Triftram Shandy’s, you feem- 
ed to hint to me might do very 
well to be republifbed in the 
Magazine ; and indeed, Sir, you 
mutt excufe me if I attribute to 
my not complying with your 
expectation,your outrageous in- 
vectiveagainitthofemore favour- 
ed pieces which have been ad- 
mitted into this repofitory. Your 
invective, however, | have the 
pleafure to inform you, has not 
given the Jeaft offence to thofe 
interefted in the fuccefs uf the 
publication; for they count it 
an honour to be ranked by you 
as an object of invective with 
thofe whom you reprefent as 
weak, corrupt, and tyrannical ad- 

minifivators 
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minifirators of public affairs--the 
Congrefs; or with ignorant,blun- 
dering, and concei ted Generals- -the 
American Brigadiers, Major 
Generals, and his Excellency 
the Commander in Chief at the 
head of them. 

The name of General Moul- 
trie in the United Staves Maga- 
zine, appearsto be to you like 

“holy water cto a witch, it fright- 
ens you effectually. Is it be- 
caufe he defended fort Sullivan 
contrary to your judgment, 
which was to evacuate it? 

A fecond letter to Mifs Franks, 
which is of the apologetic kind, 
makes the body of your late 
work in the Advertifer. This 
letter is entire, we may fuppole, 
and the punctuation is your own, 
as it has been printed under 
your direction; yet with all thefe 
advantages in the circumftance 
of birth, there are fome ill na- 
tured perfons who think it not 
equal to the former, In your 
own judgment it has manifeitly 
the preference; for the firft was 
filly and foolt/h trafh, and wretch- 
ed ftuff, and miferable enough, 
Godknows ; though, by the bye, 
there was no neceility of appeal- 
ing to Omniicience in the cafe; 
but this is produced as fome- 
thing better to atone for it, and 
to relieve your literary reputa- 
tion from the obloquy under 
which it may have laboured. 

It is. among the firft of your 
declarations in this letter to 
Mifs Franks, that you had not 
the leaft intention of offending 
her, but only of acting the play- 
er on the bagpipe for a while, 
to make {port for her and the la- 
dies who form ber circle. The 
wags have obferved, that it is 
high enough to fee a General 
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who wears acommiflion fecond 
in command on the continent, 
degrade himfelf to the ofhce of 
making pa/lime for Mifs Franks. 
But we muft excufe your for- 
getfulnefs of your own dignity, 
and your defcending to fuch 
buffoonery on this occafion, 
when you affure the lady that it is 
owing to the high refpect and re- 
gard you have for her charaéter. 
Now, I have not the leaft in- 
clination to bear hard on the 
character of this young Jady in 
a, publication addrefled to tuch 
an animal as you; but 1 mutt 
obierve that fhe is avowedly a 
Tory, becaufe it is neceflary to 
inform the world, that itis this 
amongft her good qualities which 
you embrace with the moft par- 
ticular affection. 

it is matter of furprize ta you, 
that the lady could be perfuaded 
to take offence at your harmle/s 
epiftle. It would be matter of 
furprize to every one elfe, if a 
lady of delicacy and tolerable 
underfianding would not have 
been offended. If fhe had con- 
fidered it in the light in which 
you intended it, as apiece of 
ill-nature, of which fhe was to 
become the webicle, fhe muft 
certainly have thought it at leaft 
impertinent: And, if fhe had 
confidered it as a kind of jocular 
love letter, accompanied with 
the rather grofs emblem of the 
Sherryvaliies, inthe manner, tho’ 
not in the tafte of an Afiatic, 
who prefents a jonquil for his 
billet doux, fhe muft have equal- 
ly refented it as an infult upon 
her character. In the opinion 
of mott perfons, Mifs. Franks 
has done herfelf credit by treat- 


ing you and your propoted cor- 
reipondence with contempt. : 
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It is your apology to Mifs 
Franks, that the is obvioufly not 
the objet? hut the vehicle of this 
letter. Now whether it is po- 
lite to infinuate to a lady, that 
you had made choice of her as 
the uehicle of filline/s, and foolif/h 
tra/bh, and wretched fluff, and mi- 
ferable pofifcript-wit, and raillery, 
and farcajm, and any fatyr, fhall 
leave to the readers of Lord 
Chefterfield. What you can 
mean by any fatyr, which ani- 
mal is a fpecies of the monkey, 
or how the lady could be made 
the vehicle of fuch creature, is 
to me cabaliftical; and you are 
fo polifhed a fcholar, that you 
could not have written it for 
fatire. 

You tell Mifs Franks, that 
you have not the vain ambition 
of paffing fora wit. I congra- 
tulate you on having got clear 
of that ambition. You have 
had it long enough; and it was 
high time, in all confcience, to 
diimifs it. You have made ma- 
ny laudable attempts, in the 
courfe of your life, to gain the 
clear height of this excellence, 
fallying on from one pun, and 
witticiim, and publication to 
another, ftretching and clam- 
bering like a wafp upona wall, 
but {till falling down again, 
You may now take a little reft 
fince this ambition has departed. 
But I cannot give you joy in the 
fame manner, when you tell 


the lady that the petulant itch f 


fcribbling, which has fo long af- 
fected you, is alfo gone; be- 
caufe a man may be fenfible that 
he is not able to array himfelf 
in the brilliancy of wit, and yet 
he may entertain fome hope of 
acquiring lafting honour in the 
Jerious and moral way of writing. 
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From this circumftance I have 
my apprehenfions, that you may 
not even yet be fo clear of it as 
you feem to imagine. You de- 
ny that you writ thofe characfers 
that were handed about the 
ftreets of this city laft winter; 
but it is very common with your 
great geniufes and bright wits, 
when any one of them throws 
out a jeu d'efprit, not tocare all 

at once to be known for the au- 
thor; but the world, in {pite of 
your modefty, do you juttice 
with regard to this little matter, 
for they all fee that it is per- 
fectly in your ftile and manner. 

You talk of pu/hing your Duix- 
oti/m, and would induce a com- 
parifon with the hero of Cer- 
vantes: But though in point of 
outlandifhnefs you may have ex- 
otifm; and in point of dullnefs 
chaotifm; and in point of jelf- 
deception Quixotifm, reckoning 
yourfelf, as you feem to do, an 
exotic, chaotic, and quixotic _ 
adventurer ; yet, as with all the 
fooleries, knight-errantries, and 
oddities of the knight of La 
Mancha, you are not pofleffed 
of his good nature, it becomes 
the baieft proftitution of paral- 
lels to place yourfelf on a page 
with him. 

Youtalk of your dullne/s, and 
would have it attributed to your 
Jenfibility ; but, that dulneis can 
be the effect of /enfibility, or ftu- 
pidity in the head arife from fine 
feelings in the heart, is certain- ~ 
ly a very new philofophy. You 
talk of jpinning out this dullne/s, 
and the metaphor is very apt, 
if it be taken, as I fuppofe it 
mutt be taken, from a certain 
young gentlemen to whom the 
chamber-maid’s befom is inimi- 
cal, and who weaves the web 

in 





in which he means to enwrap 
himfelf. But if we coniider the 


- two months {pent in drawing up 


our publication, we cannot call 
you a very faft fpinner; and if 
we advert to the felvedging and 
warping, we cannot call you an 
ingenious fpinner; but it will 
be well if you continue to be a 


harmle/s fpinner, and not with 


fome others of the family of A- 
rachne, /pin poifon. 

In the poffcript of your pub- 
lication you wax very wroth ; 
and fome of the expreffions are 
peculiarly acrimonious. Butas 
this has been the labour of the 
lait two weeks or fortnight of 
your application, I attribute it 
to the irritation of your mind, 
owing to acircumftance that has 
aft-éted you more than even the 
difdain of Mifs Franks, which 
is the repulfe you have Jately met 
within your advances to acer- 
tain young princefs of this city, 
of that race of people wholive a- 
bout theheadsof theriverGaambia 
in Africa, whofe guardian could 
not be reconciled to the match, 
and whom I am now endeavour- 
ing to calm down and diffuade 
from his refolution ot cudgelling 
you, fhould you come again up- 
on that Slack errand. 

In this poffcript addrefied to 
the public, you declare folemnly ; 
but it is to us a problem what 
folemnity there can be in your 
mind, or what awe of a juperior 
being you can have upon your 
{pirits,who are neitherChriftian, 
Jew, Turk,nor Infidel, but a me- 
temfychofift, You have been 
heard to fay, that you expect 
when you die to tran{migrate to 
aSiberian fox-dog, and be mefl- 
mate to Spado. As tothat | do 
not know what to fay; but if, 
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as fome divines, from an expref- 
fion of St. Paul feem to think, 
there will, at the general refur- 
rection, be afoa refufcitation of 
quadrupeds, it is more than 
probable you will come amongtft 
them, 

In your letter to Mifs Franks 
| take notice of your frequent 
adjuration upon your bonour. Now 
what fenfe of honour aman can 
have who has been feyen or 
eight months in this city dama- 
ing General Wafhington, Go- 
vernor Livingfton, Henry Dray- 
ton, and the Congrefs, and threat- 
ening to refign, aye, Ged damn 
thm, that you would, and frown~ 
ing and dancing like a Caledonian 
{tung by the Tarantula, and yet 
after all continuing to retain your 
commiffion, is a queftion to be 
propofed to the academies, Ne- 
verthelefs the choice of the word 
honour was judicious, as you have 
not the femblance of any other 
grace or virtue to take an outh 
upon. You could not fwear by 
your faith,‘ morality, liberality, 
philanthropy, or patriotifm: and 
the word honour is of a fignifica- 
tion indeterminate, aan may 
mean either a fenfe of right and 
wrong in yourfelf, or your place 
of eftimation amongft others; 
and though you have neither bo- 
nour nor alert of it in yourfelf, 
yet if amongft the whole race of 
tories with whom you aflociate, 
there isone mongrel} who unrigh- 
teoufly entertains a refpect for 
you, you might fave your con- 
fcience, if you had one, and {wear 
upon your honour. 

You deal in declarations; for 
in your letter to Mifs Franks, 
upon which i once more caft my 
eye, you declare upon the word 
of an bone? man; and herel can- 

not 
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not but admire your good breed- 
ing and difcretion in turning down 
folemnity to the poftfeript where 
you have to do with the public, 
becaufe it would be inconfiftent 
in a man of the beft bon ton, and 
a wearer of the Sherryval ies, to 
fuggeft the leaft idea of religion 
to a lady. 

With regard to the term,or per 
guod of your afleveration, which 
is honef? man, | have to fay, that 
from many parts of your conduct, 
your political honeity has become 
problematical; but be this as it 
may, the word man is certainly 
exceptionable ; for with all my 
partiality in your favour, I can- 
not believe that you are of the 
human fpecies. Nor am [ the 
only perfon in America, or elfe- 
where, who have taken you for 
a wild animal. Nay, fo far has 
this opinion become popular, that 
fome young men of this city, 
who have more leifure than mo- 
ney on their hands, have feri- 
ous thoughts of putting you in a 
waggon, and carrying you about 
the country for a fhew$ and in- 
deed were it not for the depreci- 
ation of the currency, I believe 
they might live by it, “he lads 
have applied to me to have my 
opinion, whether the Congrefs, 
who might {till have fome far- 
ther occafion for your fervices, 
might not take itamifs to be rob- 
bed of you in this manner. | 
told them, no: the Congrefs had 
turned you outfide and infide, and 
tried you and examined you like 
pair of Sverryvallies, and found 
you fuch aninlignificant, caprici- 
ous, and fluctuating weazel, that 
unlefs they wanted fuch creature, 
I did not fee what they could 
make of you. Several perfons 
have fuggefted to me that | ought 
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to defend myfelf againft your at- 
tack upon the literary reputation 
of that fmall account of Vanheft’s 
cave, continued in the Magazine; 
but with regard to this matter, 
1 fhall wait the enquiries of the 
Philofophical Society of this cit 

refpe€ting you; for I fhould look 
foolifh to have it faid, that I had 


very gravely entered into a de-~ 


bate about the excellency ofcom- 
pofition, with one who had been 
afterwards proved to be a beaft, 
Iam, Sir, 
The Compiler of the United 
States Magazine. 
_ P. 8S. Your military and poli- 
tical reputation will be more di- 
rectly confidered in my next, 





To the Epi Tor of the UNITED 
STATES MAGAZINE, 


ry HE following Letter was 

| written by a gentleman, 
who very ear in life entered~ 
upon the world, and has been 
generally converfant with what 
is Called the polite and fafhion- 
able part of it; yet by fome un- 
happy fatality, has adopted a fet 
of notions and fentiments in ma- 
ny refpects as unfa(bionable and 
out of the way, as ever could 
have lumbered the head of the 
folitary, who had never frequent- 
ed the paths of men. And what 
is {till worfe, I know not how it 
is, but he is as fond and tenaci- 


ous of the moft of them, as if” 


they were the genuine refult of 
folid fenfe and found reafoning 5 
and whether it proceeds from 
his pride, infenfibility, or philo- 
fophy, 1 will not undertake to 
determine, he has remained e- 
qually proof againft the ridicule 


and centure of fuch who have at- 


tempted 
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tempted to laugh him out of con- 
ceit with them. 

Some fhort time paft the ami- 
able Juliet, who had until then 
been brought up in a genteel fa- 
mily in the country, cameto re- 
fide in this city, and from the 
author’s intimacy with a friend 
whom fhe vifited, he foon became 


eyen with her. Her youth 
an 


beauty,---the unaffected in- 
mocence and modeffy united with 
the elegance and propriety of her 
manners, which formed a ftrik- 
ing contraft to thofe of the greateft 
part of his acquaintance, quickly 
attracted hisnotice. In her he be- 
held the beautiful original of which 
his fancy had often formed the 
pleafing refemblance, when he in- 
dulged himfelf in contemplating 
the female fex, rather as we 
would wifh them, than as they 
really are, and, asa natural confe- 
quence foon felt himfelf moft 
fenfibly interefted in every thing 
which concerned her. He 
well knew fhe muft often be a 
witnefs to conduct and manners 
very different from her own, in 
fome of thofe companions with 
whom fhe would be under a ne- 
ceffity, from civility and polite- 
nefs, to affociate and vilit; and 
he doubted not there might be 
fome in the number, who would 
be difpofed to aim the fhafts of 
ridicule at excellencies which, 
defpairing toemulate, they might 
he defirous to remove, He with- 
ed at once to fecure her againft 
the contagion of example, and 
the {neers of pretended wit, or 
real envy and ill-nature, and to 
confirm her in thofe fentiments 
which fhe had alrcady imbibed, 
by convincing her that the beft 
and moft judicious among both 
fexes, when they would de/cribe 
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to us the excellence and amiable” 
ne{s of the female character in its 
brighteft luftre, have placed it in 
a conduct and manners which 
feem to have been copied from 
ber own charming example. Fot 
this purpofe he took the liberty 
of putting into her hands a few 
of the moft modern, and, in his 
opinion, the moft ineftimab!e per- 
formances on female education, 
and upon the fame plan he wrote 
the following letter. He never 
intended tt for any eye but her own; 
but when he meant to have given 
it to her, one evening that he 
waited upon her home, having 
previoufly put it inhis pocket for 
that purpofe, he found himfelf 
under fo foolif an embarraflment 
on the occafion, that he was o- 
bliged to deliver it to her friend, 
and requett her to prefent it, 
He Tes fince determined to 
publifh it. What arehis motives, 
or whether he has any befide a 
fondnefs to appear in print, is at 
prefent immaterial; but as the 
young Jady for whom it was ori- 
ginally defigned, is a reader of 
your Magazine, fhould fhe ever 
think it deferving a fecond perus 
fal, fhe will do it with more faci- 
lity than when it was contained 
in a badly fcribled manufcript, 
‘The writer chofe to convey his 
fentiments under the appearance 
of a brother addrefling a favourite 


Sifter ; becaufe under that charac- 


ter he might exprefs himfelf with 
more freedom and familiarity than 
he would have been otherways 
intitled to have done; he might 
alfo add, becaufe he realy feels 
for her all the /ollicitude and ten- 
derne/s of that charadler and re- 
lation. 

The language of the seart bas 
always been - languaze ot hig 
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fips, Adulation he holds in abhor- 
rence, Not that he thinks itne- 
cellary on every occafion need- 
lefly to exprefs truths offenfive 
and difgufting, “To be /ilent he 
thinks preferable to either, and 
therefore often fits a mute com- 
yvanion, So out of the way are 
his fentiments on this fubjeét, that 
he deems it beneathhis character 
as a gentlemen and man of inte- 
grity to flatter even a fine girl. 
Yet juftice is due to virtue and 
merit. He who withhods the 
praife and commendation towhich 
they are entitled, robs them of 
one of the /weete/? and mof? power - 
Jul incitements for emulation and 
ae bald ob, which the human 
rea{t can know. 

All angelas is the perfon of the 
amiable Juliet, he thinksher mind 
and di/p-fition equally /ovely and 
engaging. He looks forward with 
a de ightful certainty, thatas each 
encrealing year will add new grace 
and dignity to her perfon, fo will 
it be her care that the improve- 
ments Of her underfianding, and 
the embel ifbments ot her mind fhall 
be anfwerable thereto. And if 
any thing could furpafs the felici- 
ty the writer would enjoy in /ee- 
ing her beccme that accomp.i(hed 
ornament of her fex, of which fhe 
is capable, it would be the csn- 
Jctous pleafure of having, though 
in but one inftance, been fubfer- 
vient to forming her /uch---Or, 
of having been the means to pre- 
vent one fingle {peck or blemith, 
which, if they do not deffroy the 
value, yet in fome meafure may 
diminifh the luftre of the brightett 
diamond, 

‘he letter was written amid{t 
the hurry of bufinefs. ‘Ihe fare 
caufe has prevented its being re- 
touched and correéfed. It there- 
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fore makes its appearance rude, 
rough, and unpolifhed, juft as it 
came from dis deart. 

SYLVIUs, 
Philadelphia, April t4. 1779, 


A Copy of a LETTER from a 
Young Gentleman to bis Sifter, 
- her removing from the 

ountry to live in the City. 


HE tender anxiety with which 

an aftectionate brother muft 
naturally be affected by every . 
thing that concerns, however re- 
motely, the prefent or future 
felicity of an amiable fifter, alone 
induces me at this time tointrude 
upon your hours of gaiety and 
chearfulnefs, and will, 1 flatter 
myfelf, at leaft fecure me a fa- 
vourable reception. I! confefs, 
my dear girl, Pens but illy qua- 
lified for the tafk I have under- 
taken, but when ! confider the 
change in your fituation, and that 
upon the conduct which you may 
now adopt, and the fentiments 
you may now imbibe, your fu- 
ture character, confequence, and 
peace of mind in agreat meafure 
may depend, my regard for your 
intereft overcomes every other 
confideration, and prevails upon 
me to throw together the follow- 
ing feattered thoughts, which 
may poffibly be of fome fervice 
to you in life, 

Ny youth, and natural induk 
gence for your fex, will fecure | 
you from the rigid aufterity of 
age, while the little experience 
| have hadin the world, the ob- 
fervations upon mankind I have 
had an opportunity of making, 
and a certain turn of thought | 
which I would hope is not pecu- 
liar to myfelf, will prevent my 
adopting the maxims of the vota- 
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ries of folly and diffipation, be- 
yond what reafon = 
juftify. 

Youare now, my dear girl, ar- 
rived ata time of life when the paf- 
fions begin to unfold themfelves, 
and the heart expands and difclofes 
all its tender fenfibilities. Educated 
in the béfom offrural retirement, 
far from, the levities of the town, 
your mind is unfullied as the 
chryftal ftream, your foul the 
image of fpotlefs purity, and your 
hea:t the feat of every virtuous, 
every delicate fentiment, void of 
art and free from affectation. 
That fweet timidity, that charm- 
ing delicacy, that. enchanting 
bafhfulnefs, that artlefs biufhing 
modefty, which fhrinks from the 
moft diftant approach of every 
thing rude and indecent, and 
which form the brighteft orna- 
ments of your fex, fhine in their 
fulleft luftre throughout every 
part of your conduct, 

Such, my lovely girl, you ap- 
pear to the friendly but impartial 
eye of your brother, Burt will 
my charming fifter always deferve 
this character? Youngas youare, 
and poffelied of fo gentile a dif- 
polition, will you have refolution 
fuflicient to affociate with thofe 
who are called the polite and 
well-bred, the gay and faihion- 
able ladies of the prefent day, 
without affuming their manners 
and adopting their free and for- 
ward airs? without like them ad- 
mitting your acquaintance among 
the gentlemen, to liberties, to 
familiarities, which, if they are 
not criminal, are at leaft incon- 
filtent with that modefty and chaf- 
tity of manners, which conttitute 
the firft female charm, and the 
want of which the moit brilliant 
accomplifhments cannot compen- 
fate? Liberties, which will lef- 


virtue will, 
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fen the dignity of your character, 
and debafe you in the eyes of 
thote who are permitted to take 
them, : 

Will not thofe indelicacies 
which too many, who are called 
gentlemen, are accuftomed to 
ufe in company of ladies, become 
familiar from their frequency, and 
lefs offenfve by repetition, until 
what at fir? might (hock and di/- 
gu/?, may at length appear even 
agreeab.e, and expreffions for 
which a man ought to be kicked 
out of company, be perhaps beard 
with a [mile? 

Should this alteration ever take 
place in my now amiable and 
Llufhing filter, fhould fhe fink in- 
to the common herd of what are 
called the polite, the fathionable, 
and even virtuous females, what 
diftrefs will it give a heart which 
throbs with anxious folicitude for 
your felicity? How fhall | pity 
your weaknefs, and mourn over 
the ruins of your former felf? 

Butfhould you, my lovely girl, 
by an intercourfe with the world, 
acquire juft that eafe and prefence 
of mind, which is necetfary for 
your own fatisfaétion, and to 
prevent your being embarrafled, 
( which js a}! you ftand in need of, 
ir you ftand in need of any thing) 
without lofing any thing of your 
prefent fenfioility and delicacy: 
Should you, while you feel your- 
felf free and uncenftrained in 
company, at the fame time be 
uble to maintain that made? re- 
Jerve in the whole of your con- 
duct, which, untinétured by 
haughtine{s or pride, flows fpon- 
taneoufly from a native dignity 
of mind and purity of heart, you 
wil then haye arrived as near to 
the perfection of the female cha- 
racter, as this {tate will permit, 
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and will be the delight and admi- 
ration of our fex. 

If thofe fafhionable ladies, who 
obtrude themfelves on us oneve- 
ry eccafion, who admit every 
freedom which we pleafe to take, 
who in public companies fufter 
themfelves to be clafped in our 
arms, feated on our knees, kifled, 
fcucezed, and toyed with in the 
moft familiar manner, with 
whom our hands fcarce need re- 
ftraint. lf they did but know 
hew much they fuffer in our o- 
pinion by fuch conduét, how 
cheap they render them({elves, 
how they leffen our efteem, and 
how much we prefer your ami- 
able difidence, your blufhing ti- 
midity, they would endeavour 
to be like you, if not from prin- 
ciple at leaft from pride, and the 
delire of making conquefts, Be- 
lieve me, my dear fifter, I am 
well acquainted with the fenti- 
ments of our fex, and can allure 
you, however defirous they may 
be, that their companions of an 
hour or of a day, fhould indulge 
them in every poffible freedom, 
tiey wifh to find very difterent 
manners in thofe whom they 
would choofe for the compani- 
ons cf their lives, Befides, my 
dear girl, if once you fuffer the 
rules of decency to be broke in 
upon by one, there is no draw- 
ing the line, ner will you find it 
ealy to prevent eyery perfon, 
who pafles for a gentleman, to 
treat you in the fame manner. 
f.nd, be affured, there are many 
who are called gentiemen, who 
have nothing. but the name. 
How mortifying ought it to be 
to an amiable girl to be hugged 
end flavered over by an infolent 
brute, becaufe he happens to be 
well drefled, and has money in 


his pocket, who is honoured be- 
yond his defert by being admit- 
ted into her company! Indeed, 
to acknowledge the truth, among 
the mof? of us, if a young lady 
will admit every liberty thatis not 
abfolutely inconfiftent with mo- 
deity, fhe will find it extremely 
difficult to prevent ouY taking 
{till greater, and at times fuch as 
es i to be very painful to any 
girl not loft to every fentiment 
of propriety, 

Bo you afk me how you fhall 
prevent thofe liberties being ta- 
ken-with you ? Janfwer, by fhun- 
ning as much as poffible thofe 
large and mixed companies where 
there are no perfons prefent, 
whofe age,or the gravity of whofe 
character, may in fome meafure 
lay a reftraint upon the reft: 
and by uniformly and regularly 
checking every thing of that na- 
ture in its firff attempt, ‘That 
poulnE lady, who, when a gen- 
eman is fitting by her, will re- 
move the hand that is preffing her 
knee, or otherways improperly 
employed, and does it in fuch a 
manner as fhews her difapproba- 
tion ; or whena gentleman rude- 
ly atternpts to clafp her in his 
arms, and ravifh a kifs from her 
lovely lips, will with fpirit put 
him from her, and afflure him 
fhe does not approve fuch free- 
doms, will foon prevent their re- 
petition. And do not, my dear 
girl, fear to give offence by fuch 
conduét; if c is a man of /enfe, 
he will approve it, he will ad- 
mire you for it; if he is a faa, 
his difpleafure is not worth your 
notice. 

But indecent condué is not 
all that a young lady has to guard 
againft ; thofe who are the moft 
rude and indelicate in their aétions 

are 
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are commonly equally licentious 
in their converfation. All the 
wit that many of our young gen- 
tlemen poffefs, confifts in faying 
things that wound every delicate 
bofom, and crimfon the cheek of 
modefty. That execrable kind 
of wit, that confifts in the ufe 
of double entendres, or exprefi- 


~ ons which, though not abfolute- 


; 


ly fhocking in themfelves, natu- 
rally convey loofe and immodeft 
ideas; and which in general are 
fo plain and intelligible, that it 
would be an infult to a young 
lady’s underftanding to fuppofe 
her ignorant of their meaning; 
and admitting her not to be igno- 
rant, the moft snfamous rudenefs 
and brutality to utter in her pre- 
fence. 

Perfons who are no better ac- 
quainted with that refpect and 
delicacy which ought to be ob- 
ferved in company of every lady, 
and much more of one of your 
youth, beauty and merit, ought 
to be avoided as you would avoid 
the peftilence,--tbis can only af- 
fe Beye health, your life; that 
affects the reputation, and is a 
canker-worm which preys upon 
and dlafts the faireft levelieft 
flower of virgin modefty. 

And can it be poffible that there 
are polite and fafhionable young 
ladies, whofe faces are ever ready 
on fuch occafions to wear the 
{mile of approbation, while the 


. archnefs of their looks give fuf- 


ficient notice that they perfeét- 
ly comprehend the fudl extent of 
the meaning? Yet, my dear girl, 
doubt not but there was a time, 
when they too, would have b/ujb- 
ed at the fir? approaches of inde- 
licacy. Such is the terrible de- 


vaftation made jn the female 
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vanity and rage for admiration, 
even the admiration of fools and 
brutes, which frequently at fir# 
prevents a young lady from fhew- 
ing her difapprobation of impro- 
per conduét, for fear of /ofing one 
from the wretched train - her 
followers. And after having fuf- 
fered the firft breach of decency 
to pafs unnoticed, it ferves as a 
preceaent to encourage a fecond, 
and makes it more difficult for 
her then to aflume that propriety 
of conduct fhe ought at firf to 
have adopted, and /ook out of 
countenance every thing rude and 
indelicate ; until at length by its 
frequency it becomes familiar, 
and all her chafte fenfibility being 
loft, itis no longer oftentive to 
her polluted ear! 

Behold, my lovely girl, the 
blefled effeéts (too frequently) 
of a town education; and ss 
expence at which thofe phantoms 
which are called politenefs and 
good-breeding, are often pur- 
chafed ! 

But are there no exceptions to 
this cenfure? Yes, my dear girl, 
J acknowledge with pleafure, that 
there are fome bright examples, 
who to all that real eafe and ele- 
gance which the town would claim, 
though not very juftly as peculi- 
ar to itfelf, unite ah the delicate 
referve, blufbing modefty, and ti- 
mid fenfibility of the country. In 
the number of thefe, you, m 
amiable fitter, 1 am confident wil 
deferve a diffinguifbed place. All 
] afk of Heaven for you is, that 
you may never dive/t yourfelf of 
your prefent manners, but preferve 
them pure and untainted; then 
will you ever be admired, belov- 
ed and efteemed. 

Thefe are fentiments which 


breaft, by habit, cufom, andthat few, my dear, will be bonef e- 
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nough to declare to you, Your 
own fex, confcious of the aes 
dancy over our hearts which the 
“innocence and purity of your man- 
ners muft give you, will be foli- 
citous to laugh you out of them, 
as being aukward and unfafhion- 
able, the effect of a country edu- 
cation: and will endeavour to 
degrade you to aleve] with them- 
felves. Andthe moft of ourfex, 
having norhing more in view by 
their general intercourfe with the 
ladies, than mere momentary 
pleafures, unmeaning gallantry, or 
the gratification of their vanity 
and /elf-importance, care nothing 
about them beyond the prefent 
hour, and are weil pleafed to take 
every liberty with which they can 
be indulged, as they are thereby 
freed from the reftraint they muft 
otherways obferve, and are fur- 
nithei with a fubjeE to boaft of 
among their a/focrates. 

And here, my deareft girl, I 
cannot difmifs this fubjeét with- 
out giving you one caution, Oh 
never let it give that little breatt 
one moment’s pain to fee a great- 
er crowd of triflers buzzing 
round one of thofe pert forward 
things! May female vanity ne- 
vor excite in that gentle bofom 
ene tranfient with to cbfain their 
followers by tmitating their con- 
‘dud! Would my dear girl with 
to have her lovely perfon all 
blotched over withfores, that fhe 
might be honoured with the at- 
tendance of a fwarm of flies? 
Why then would you wifh that 
your mind fhould be fullied, and 
your manners deformed to draw 
round you a fwarm of infeé?s ftill 
more infignificant and contempt- 
ible ? 

But let me now proceed to a 
fubject more agreeable and pleaf- 
ing. Nature, my dear girl, has 
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been indulgent to you inher gifts, 
and has lavifhed upon you exter- 
nal beauty with a bounteous 
hand. She has formed you with 
a perfon truly lovely. You are 
pretty; this will be told you by 
every dangier that may hang a- 
bout you. But will they all be 
as hone{t as your brother, who 
while he with pleafure acknow- 
ledges the juftice of their praife, 
would wifh you to act as though 
you alone were ignorant of your 
charms,and would be diftreffed to 
fee you become proud and vain, 
and aflume a thoufand ridicu‘ous 
and affected airs, which to every 
perfon of /entiment are infinite- 
Jy more di/guffing than all the 
ravages of the {mall pox, 
Though you are beautiful, think 
not your beauty along fufficient 
to conftitute your merit. Be, 
my dear girl, as affiduous to cui- 
tivate your underflanding, to im- 
prove your mind, to acquire every 


truly female and eegant accom- 


plifbment, as you would be if you 
had not one fingle recommenda- 
tion to our favour befide, Beau- 
ty of per/on may catch us at firft, 
but the beauties of the mind, can 
alone fecure any conqueft worth 
making. Sicknefs and difeafe 
may ina moment ftrip you of 
the bloom of the rofe, and tarnifh 
the whitenefs of theliily; at Jcaft 
thofe charms muft wither and 
decay when the winter of life ap- 
proaches. ‘Ihe beauties of the 
mind will furvive all the ruins 
of ficknefs and age, and endear 
beyond the grave, Beauty of 
perfon foon becomes familiar, and 
palls in poffeffion ; but virtue and 
fenfe will ever improve, and be 
ever ffill higher prized as they 

are better known. 
Ihave now only to claim your 
indulgence 
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indulgence for a moment upon 
the article of drefs, although it 
is a fubject fearcely ot /uffictent 
importance to take up much time 
or confideration. Neatne/s and 
elegance is what you ought prin- 
cipally to have in view; every 
thing beyond that mutt be left 
in a great meafure to your own 
tafte, and the fu/bions of the day, 
which, as long as they are not 
incon/fijtent with decency, ought in 
fome meafure to be regarded, 
but in fuch @ manner that you 
ymay not appear whimfically in, 
or fingularly out of them; and 
that your imitating them may 
feem rather a /acrifice made to 
the opinion of others, than to pro- 
ceed from any fandne/s or appro- 
bation for them of your own. 
There is a degree of s//-nature 
in that fatire and ridicule on fe- 
male fafhions and dreis, many 
are fo fond to adopt, which ( 
acknowledge [ could never ap- 
prove. Tis true, if a girl de- 
votes that time which ought to 
be employed in more important 
concerns, to the care of her per- 
fon, if fhe places her /upreme 
merit in her cloaths and orna- 
ments, if fhe aflumes to herfelf 
coniequence and ftate, and /osks 
down fupercilioufly on fuch who 
do not equal her in thofe re- 
{pects, fhe then becomes the ju/? 
objec? of our ridicule and con- 
tempt, be her drefs what it will. 
But from this folly 1 am confi- 
dent my lovely girl is fecure, 
fhe will always have tes juff an 
opinion of her own merit to 
think it depends on thefe exter- 
nal appendages which fhe puts 
on and off every day at” her 
pleafure. She will always be 
fentible that fhe adds graces tn 
her dre/s, inftzad of borrowing 
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them from it; nor wil! fhefever 
forget that “* True lovelinefs 
needs not the foreign aid of or- 
nament, but is when unadorn- 
ed, adorned the moft,” and if 
fhe imitates the reigningumodes, 
it will be rather an act of conde- 
Jcenfin, and to avoid the impue 
taticn of fingularity. 

But while I would have you 
to give into fuch fafhions as are 
innocent and confi/fent with decency, 
I would conjure you, my dear 
girl, by all that follicitude I feel 
for your happinefs, to /purn at 
every thing that is the contrary. 
Let who will imitate them, may 
you be nobly fingular. When I 
fee a young lady difplaying to 
every licentious eye, ber fnow- 
white bofom and panting breafts, 
with ftays cut down before, the 
better to expofe them to view, 
unveiled even bya thin fhade of 
gauze; or when, to fhew a fine 
ancle,. the petticoat is florten- 
ed until half the leg is expofed 
to our fwht,---1 blufh for their 
indelicacy, and am aftonifhed at 
their folly. 

Let me draw, my dear fifter, 
the portrait | would have you to 
refemble. | would with you 
pofiefled of that undefiled and 
benevolent religion, which de- 
feends from heaven, and refines and 
purifies the human heart, free 
from the rage of bigotry, the 
gloom of fuperflition, and the ex- 
travagancies of enthufiam. | would 
with you tobe unaff-ctedh modeft, 
without prudery; chearfitl, eafy, 
and factaole, without /ewity, pert- 
nefsand forwardne/i; agfuble and 

rank, without ever torgetting 
that delicate referve, abtolutely 
neceflary to fupport the dignity 
of your character, and to ba- 
nifh rudenefs and licentioufnefs 

from 
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from your prefence; well ac- 
quainted with books, without 
a pedantic difplay of your know- 
ledge ; fenfible, without aiming 
at the character-of a wit; pot- 
feffed of every grace and beauty 
of perfon, yet in no one action 
appearing confcious of your fu- 
periority; adorned with every 
acquired accomplifhment, with- 
out valuing yourfelf upon them ; 
and ail thefe blended and inter- 
mingled with that /oftne/i, that 
gentlenefs, and that tendernefs pe- 
culiar to your fex. 

A few finifhing ftrokes is all 
you want to render you the per- 
fed likenef; of this fo beautiful a 
picture. Jt isin your power ta 
obtain them. 

Ihave now, my dear girl, very 
imperfectly executed what I had 
in view when [ took up my pen, 
Receive it as the ftrongett proof 
of my efteem, of my friendfhip 
for you. I have thrown thele’ 
thoughts upon paper, that you 
may have them remaining by 
you, and would willingly hope 
that fometimes in the hour of 
leifure and retirement, you may 
think them worth a fecond read- 
ing. Ihave omitteda thoufand 
things 1 have wifhed to have 
faid, but have already made this 
letter too long: To fupply the 
deficiency, I put into your hands 
Mrs.'Chapone’s letters to her 
niece, and Fordyce’s fermons 
for young ladies; they are books 
that ought to be engraven in 
letters of gold, and can never 
be too often read by your fex. 
Adieu, my dear fiiter, and be 


happy. 
C. F. 
Philade'phia, Feb. 8.1779. 


Letme now, my dear Juliet, 
Jay afide all difeuife, You are 





Examples of Abflinence, 


the amiable fifter to whom the 
above letter was addrefied, and 
for whofe fake alone it was 
written. Confider it as pro- 
ceeding from the hand of a fond 
brother. The writer would with 
to be viewed by you in that light. 
At leaft confider it as proceed- 
ing from the pen of a fincere 
friend, one who ardently wifhes 
your happine(fs, and who efteems 
you enough to tell you unfathi- 
onable truths. 

SYLVIUS. 





EXAMPLES of ABSTINENCE. 


Lexander the Great march- 
ing through part of the de- 
ferts ot Arabia with his army, 
was almoft parched with thirit ; 
fome of his foldiers feeking about 
found fome muddy water, with 
whicn one of them filled his 
helmet, and brought it to Alex- 
ander, who poured the water 
on the ground, and faid, If | 
alone fhould drink, it would 
make my-foldiers languifh. The 
foldiers feeing his abftinence, 
encouraged themfelves by his 
example, and marched forward, 
Philip Melanéthon wondered 
at Martin Luther, who being 
of a large bulk of body, and very 
ftrong, yet could live with fo 
little tood; as he was known 
to faft many times four days to- 
gether, at other times lal cols 
to eat a bit of bread and a her- 
ring. 

Socrates having invited many 
friends to fupper, one told him 
his provifion was too finall for 
his company: to whom he an- 
{wered, If they are good here is 
enouga; if they are bad, here 


is too much, 
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POETICAL ESSAYS, 


For- APRIL 1779, 


The CORNWALLIAD. 
fi 
Canto 1, (Continued.) (01) ¢ 


ARK! faid a Scot, whofe name was Gawn Macleod, 
What found is that affails my ear fo lowd? 

I hear a gun, or thunder in the air, 
But yet | know not whence it is, or where. 

Hark ! faid the major---major of brigade, 
The felf-fame rumbling doth my ears invade, 
It is the fignal, if 1 guefs aright, 
Of men contending in a dubious fight. 
Létlong-ear’d Sawney catch the diftant air, 
And tell us whence the found prevails, and°where. 

A fwain he was bred on St, Kildare’s fhore, 
Where foaming waves and angry furges roar, 
Well taught to fean the azure of the fkies, 

And tell what gufts and hollow winds would rife, 
Not that he faw, but that he heard them blow, 
Before they rufhed upon the waves below ; 

For nature gave him wond’rous length of ear, 
And thrice as far as common men to hear. 
Hence oft confulted by the failor-fwain 
Wind-bound, or fearful of the ftormy main. 

Forth he advances, and ‘to either fide 

The broad circumference of his ear applyed. 
I hear, faid he, reports of many a gun, 
And fhocks alternate of the full platoon. 

A battle turious in fierce wrath 1s fought, 
And many a rebel fhall this day be fhot: 
I hear the onfet, and I think-the fcene 
Of war and battle is the Princeton green. 

Hail! faid the major---major of brigade, 
Brave fouls, and heroes on the fair parade ! 
This day, I truft, thall make a full return, 

For all fatigues and loffes you have born, 
Rebellion crufhed, it now remains to fhare 
‘The fruit of conqueit, and a two years care. 
Caft round your eyes, and fee yon goodly plain, 
Where fons and daughters of your race {hall reign: 
See that fair ftream, and, that fairfhady grove, 
Where younger Swaney’s fhall delight to rove: 
2€ Thefe 














Ode on Mafonry. 
Thefe allare yours, the recompence of toil, 
Confifcate goods, and the confifcate foil. 
The fpeech was heard, and all the warlike throng, 
Refounded loudly ; for their lungs were ftrong, 
And now they face, and take a different way, 
‘To tents and barracs where their knapfacks lay ; 
Now cook the breakfaft and expel the rage, 
Of that fierce war which famine elfe might wage : 
A fhort repaft---for much they loved to ftray, 
Obfervant where their new plantations lay ; 
‘To mark the foil with boundaries of {tone, 
That each might know what land to call his own. 
The ground laid out, each warrior-fwain began 
To give the out-Jines of his future plan. 
Here, faid a Scot, 1’ll build a caftle fair, 
With fteeple larger than the kirk of Air. 
And on that hill that’s marked out with a querne, 
Sai have a malt-kiln, or belike a barn 5 
‘That nuke of land that runs out there obferve, 
Sal wond’rous well for a calf-pafture ferve. 
}’ll court no more a country gawkith girl, 
But the rich daughter of fome noble ear} ; 
\’fe have a feat in fome great houfe of peers, 
And fpend in peace the evening of my years. 
Thus they contriving till the fouth-way fun, 
Began to travel from his higheft noon ; 
Then to their barracs, where well-pleafed they lay, 
And fpent the evening of the focial day. ‘ 
End of the firft Canto, Zz 99 


4n ODE on Masonry. 


/ 
By Brother Lieut, Col, J.P. A. M. P. M, 
Addreffed to Brother Col, P. K, 1. 


————Ab ipfo 
Ducit opes animumque ferro. _ Hor, 


Ful! Chorus, 
AIL! cceleftial mafonry, 
Craft that makes us wife and free ! 
Feav’n born cherub! bring along 
‘The tuneful band, the patriot fong ; 
See W afhington, he leads the train, 
"Tis he commands the grateful ftrain ; 
See ev’ry cafted fon obeys, 
And to the god-like brother homage pays. 


Song. 
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Song, 
Then give to merit what is due, 
And twine the my/fic bays ; 
In joyful ftrains his deeds renew; 
And fing the hero's praife. 


Recitative. 
While time brings mortal honours to decay, 
’Tis freedom gives, what time can’t fteal away. 


Song, 

Unbend his brow from martial care, 
And give the patriot reft ; 

Who nobly brav’d the ftorms of war. 
To make his country bleft. 


. Recitative. 
Wake from the tomb the fouls of martyrs free, 
To view this hemifphere of liberty, 
Let them with ravifh’d eyes look down upon 
The glorious work perforai’d by Wafhington. 


Song. 
Then brethren to my lays attend; 
And hail our father and our friend ; 
Let fame refound him thro’ the land; 
And eccho, ‘* ’Zis our Majfter Grand.” 


Recitative. 
Begin, ye fons of Solomon, 
Prepare the wreath for Wafhington : 
*Tis he our antient craft fhall {way, 
Whilft we with three times three obey. 


Song. 
When evening’s folemn hours pervade, 
We choofe the {till mafonic fhade ; 
With hearts fincere, our hands upon, 
We blefs the widows myftic fon. 


Recitative. 
For you, my friend, the infpired mufes fing, 
‘ Thou firm oppofer of a tyrant king ; 
Go imitate in faét our glorious head, 
And in the lodge, O P------ » take the lead. 


Air. 


J, 
Support the craft with honeft pride ; 
hen in the field, our foes confound, 
Difplay your iron thunders wide, 
And ftrew the bleeding courfes round, és 





384 Sonnet .---Rebus. 


fl, 
Let patriot fire ftrain ev’ry nerve, 
For Wafhington upon you imiles 5 
With him ’tis more than fame to ferve, 
’Tis fame with him to fhare his toils, 


_ Grand Chorus, 
Hail! cceléftial mafonry ! 
Craft that makes us wife and free, 
Heav’n born cherub! bring along, 
‘The tuneful band, the patriot fong ; " 
See Wafhington, he leads the train, 
*Tis he commands the grateful ftrain ; 
See ev’fy crafted fon vay o> 
And to the godlike brother homage pays. 


Feb. 7.1779. J.P. 








SONNET. 


€}"; morning as Celia beneath a green fhade, 
Refplendent in beauty all carelefly lay, 

Young Damon with raptures her graces furvey’d, 
And wifh’d to his bofom her heart to convey. 


Impatient with love he flew to receive her, 
But thought ’twas Diana, and did not prefume, 
‘Though eager to fay, and unwilling to leave her, 
He dreaded -her frowns, and forebcded his doom. 


Bright Phoebus himfelf, fufpending his car, 
(Afraid that the hours too foon had whirl’d round) 
Beheld from his palace the negligent fair, . I 
With garlands of lilies and rofemary crown’d, i 


He thought ’twas his fifter (bright Cynthia) juft rifen, 
In purfuit of the chace thro’ the forefts mifled ; 

And the /fars in her eyes, {till fining thro’ heav’n, 
He unharnefs’d his feeds, and return’d to his bed. 


Kent County, March 21. 1779. 

















Reus on a Beautiful Young Lady of this City. 


Una meas igitur verfabit faemina Curas, 


"THREE parts of the title beneath which I write, 
With the name of a city in Araby fite ; 
Renown’d for the birth of a prophet of fame, 
Omit the firft letter; will give her firft name. 





Then 
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Then fay, what he’s call’d, who with feine and with hook, 
Enfnares the brifk fry of each river and brook ; 

When thefe can be told, I’ll no longer conceal, 

The fair one for whom each foft paifion I feel, 


She’s wiity, fhe’s pretty, good humour’d withal, 
Her eyes are the planets that light up the ball; 


So fweet are her {miles, fo enflaving her charms, 
‘¢ To fee her, e’en Heffians would lay down their arms.” 


CoLtiy, 





For the United States Magazine, 
by a Country Cuftomer. 


A Porm on the Laft Day, or 
the Wicked’s Doom, 


RESS my foul with future 
profpects 
Sing creation’s difmal end, 
Long foretold by facred prophets, 
Holy mufe, thy fuccours lend, 
Say with horror, what confufion 
‘Will each finful heart difmay, 
What diftreffes, tortures, anguifh 
Reign in that tremendous day. 
Rumbling thundets, forkylight- 


nings, 
Ghatftly daring thwart thegloom, 
Nature fhaking to her centre, 
Groans prophetic of her doom, 
Cliffs, rocks, and lofty moun- 
tains 
O’er their trembling bafes rock, 
While earth groans in dreadful 
chafms, 
With each ftrong repeated fhock. 
Seas with horrid palpitation, . 
Ravage round their frighted thoges 
Buftling wind with frantic fury 
rough each ruin’d fabric roars. 
Sol’s bright orb is viel’din fack- 
cloth, 
 Strip’d of all his fparkling beams ; 
‘The moon has dropt her filver ra- 
dience, 
And diffolves'in purple ftreams. 


Stars of late divinely brilliant, 
Sudden night’s cimmerian robe, 
Hurl’d in darknefs from their or- 

bits, 
Each a darken’d ruin’d globe. 

Hark! the martial trumpet 

founding, 
Rends in twain the chryftalfky, 
Vengeance blazing lights the con- 
cave 
Of profound eternity. 

See the fov’reign zther furling 
Nobler fcenes falute mine eyes, 
Heaven in folemn pomp defcend- 

ing, 
Crimfon Conan drefs the fkies, 

On the arched, ftriped rainbow 
Sits enthron’d the eternal God ; 
Myriads of celeftial warriors 
Round him wait his awful nod. 

Go hecries ye winged heralds, 
Bring my faints from every wind, 
‘Thofe from death my blog#jhath 

ranfom’d, 
Thofe in life’s fair volume pen’d. 

Straighta holy troop obfequious 
Swift as lightning fkim’d along, 
And from every grave collected 
Jefus’ dear redeemed throng, 

Death no more withlividafpe&t 
Spurs his hollow fteed to flay, 
Now the rav’nous foe difgorges 
All his long imprifon’d prey. 

Roufed from tombs, each wicked 
rifes, 
By the trumpet’s thrilling a 


ound 
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Round theyftarewith wild amaze- 
ment, 
Wond’ ring at the fcene profound. 
Fill’d with horror, dread and 
anguifh, 
Rocks and mountains they im- 


plore 
To fall and crufh them out of 
being, 
Willing now to be no more, 
Hark! the herald calls to judg- 
ment, 
pene the glittering fword, 
ightning glances from his afpect, 
"Thunders clothe his awful word, 
Go ye curfed filled with ven- 
geance, 


Foreign Affairs.’ 


Nor for peace my name invoke, 
Ye who once deipifed my mercy, 
And my fury dared provoke. 
Go to pits of burning fulphur, 
Ever banith’d from my reft, 


Where the foul’s eternal larum, 


Ceafelefsbeats your pulfivebreafts, 
Fle fpoke and from his vifage 

flafh’d his ire, 

And wrapt earth’s ruin’d lumber 
all on fire. 

Hell groan’d, and heav’n afcend- 
ed in a fong, 

And th’ eternal ages roll along. 


Vincent Townfhip, Chefter County, 
Feb 2. 1779. 





FOREIGN 


Particulars relative to the De- 
bate between the Emperor and 
P. r uffia e ‘ 


HE emperor of Germany 
in order to detach the king 
of Pruffia from his attention to 
the fucceffion of Bavaria, has 
made him a propofal, which that 
we may the better underftand, it 
will be neceflary to fubjoin the 
particulars which follow, 
Margraviates of Anfpach 
and Bareuth had belonged to the 
houfe of Brandenburgh, before 
the 14th century. 

Albert firnamed the Achilles 
divided the fucceffion between his 
three fons, the eldeft of which 
had Anfpach and Bareuth for his 
divifion. His grandfon afterwards 
divided this territory between his 
two fons, one of which had An- 
fpach, and the other Bareuth, 

At the end of the 16th centu- 
ry, Frederick king of Pruffia made 
a family agreement, in which it 


AFFAIRS... 


was ftipulated, that fhould the 
branch of Franconia become ex- 
tinct, the two Margraviates fhould 
immediately revert to the prince 
the eldeft of the houfe of 
denburgh. 

Some years afterwards theem- 
peror Charles VI. made the Prag- 
matic Sanétion, which the king 
Frederick William figned as elec- 
tor ef Brandenburgh, ‘and the 
emperor in return figned the an- 
cient act of confraternity between 
the houfes of Brandenburgh, of 
Saxe and of Hefle, and the fa- 
mily agreement according to 
which the elder branches of the 
houfe of Brandenburgh had con- 


“a . 


ran- - 


filmed to them the fucceflion to ~ 


the Margraviates of Anfpach and 
Bareuth, in cafe of the extinéti- 
on of this line. Inthe year 1776, 
the laft Margraveof Bareuth died, 
and this Margraviate fell to the 
houfe of Anfpach, but as the 
Margrave at this day has noheir, 
the king made a new family a- 

greement 
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reement with the prince, the 
eldeft of this houfe, by which 
notwithftanding an augmentation 
of the revenue, they have con- 
fented, that after the extinétion 
of the houfe of Anfpach, the two 
Margraviates fhall be incorporat- 
ed to the electorate, 

It is this treaty againft which the 


_ houfe ot Auftria protefts, becaufe 


r 


thefe Margraviates are in the cen- 
tre of the empire, and the domi- 
nions of the king of Pruffia would 
be preatly augmented by the ac- 
quilition. 

And it is this treaty or fami- 
ly agreement which the emperor 
offers to acknowledge to the king 
of Pruffia, provided he will not 
oppofe his (the emperor’s) pre- 
tenfions to that part of Bavaria 
of which he apprebends he has a 
right to take poffeffion, 


Extra& from feveral Letters of 
. good authorities in different parts 
of France. 
Dec. 25, 1778. 

In addition to the fquadron of 
M. de Fabry, which cruizes in 
the Mediterranean and inter- 
rupts the Britifh Levant trade, 
a great number of privateers 
from Bayonne, of twenty to 
thirty guns, have taken the fame 
ftation, and made many rich 
prizes. 

The Jerfey and Guernfey 
privateers dare not now leave 
their ports with the fame con- 
fidence they did, as our frigates 
now keep {fo good a look outin 
thofe feas. 

M. de Ja Fouchtreville, cap- 
tain of the Neptune, of eighty 
guns, is returned into Breftfrom 
a cruize. He was a long time 
chafed by feven Englith thips, 
and brought in with him a pri- 
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vateer of thirty 22 brig of 
ten retaken, and a French vef- 
fel valued at feven or eight hun- 
dred thoufand livres. 

The frigate le Belle Poule hag 
returned into port with five 
prizes, of which three are pri- 
vateers and two merchantment. 

The count d’Emblimon, cap- 
tain of the Revenge, has alfo 
brought in five privateers and 
three merchantmen. The 13th 
of Oétober he met the Britith 
fhip of war the Berwick, of fe- 
venty-four guns, and gave chace 
in company with the BellePoule, 
without being able to bring her 
toaction. The Englifh croud- 
ed all their jails, and threw over- 
board eyery thing to lighten the 
fhi 


ip. 

The Zephyr frigate of twen- 
ty fix guns, has fent into Breft 
a prize of twenty guns, and 150 
men, which ftruck after engage 
ing an hour. A few days after 
this frigate came into port with 
another privateer of twenty four 
guns. 

La Dedaigneufe of twenty 
eight guns, has alfo returned 
with two Englifh armed veliels, 
and the Active frigate of twenty 
eight guns. . | 

The 20th of O&ober ataoon, 
M. leC. de Ligoude caplain 
of the Triton of fixty four guns, 
difcovered two Epglifh fhips, on 
which he lay to and prepared for 
action, which an at clofe 
fhot, and as it late in the 
evening, he could not count 
the guns of the enemy, but dif- 
covered her fuperior force only 
by the fize of her balls. As foon 
as they began to engage, a fri- 
gate of thirty guns threw her- 
ielf acrofs her bow. M. de Li- 


goudez counteracted their ce- 
figns, 
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figns, and the engagement con- 
tinued within piftol fhot. After 
an hour and a half’s conteft, 
le C. de Ligoudez had the thumb 
of his right hand fhot of, and 
received a ball in his left arm, 
He was obliged to leave the 
fhip to the fecond in command, 
and half an hour afterwards the 
frigate took advantage of the 
night and difappeared. The 
other fhip fought an hour long- 
er, and then crouded all fail, hid 
all her lights, and ranaway. M. 
de Rocan, who now command- 
ed the Triton, purfued, but in 
a heavy gale of wind and rain loft 
ficht of her. She is fuppofed 
to be the Cerberus, a new fe- 
venty four gun fhip built at 
Portfmouth. | 

M. dela Motte Piquet, com- 
mander of the St. Efpritand two 
other ‘king’s fhips, had returned 
to Breft with ten prizes, one of 
which had on board an Englifh 
regiment. Amongthofe prizes 
were two colliers, which the 
mafters endeavoured to ranfom, 
but on examining their cargoes, 
eighty eight pieces of heavy ar- 
tillery were found among the 
coals. 

They write from Bayonne, 
ile de Montazay, captain 
of the Vengeance (a privateer 
of twenty fix guns fitted out 
trom Bourdeawx on account of 
the United States) met an En- 
glith frigate yof thirty fix guns, 
and bore d upon her with 
intrepidity to engage. ‘Twice 
they attempted to board, but 
were vigoroufly repulfed; the 
third time they fucceeded fword 
and piftol in hand. Some fay 
fhe is the Pallas of thirty fix, 
others call her the Pelican of 


twenty eight guns, She was 
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carried into Lifbon, and put 
under the care of the Belle Poule, 
who is to condué her to Brett. 

The forty five ctuifers which 
our Royal Marine has taken up. 
will foon be equipped for fea, 
The captains are all officers of 
the merchant marine, and are 
employed with the title of Aux- 
iliary Officers. a 5 

an. 1, 1779. In all our ports 
and deckiferds there is the 
greateft activity. We have or- 
ders to fit even the fmaller vef- 
fels, and it feems determined to 
put in the ftocks a confiderable 
number of fhips of the line, 
among which will be ten of the 
firft rate. 

All.the public orders difcover 
the greateft zeal. M.le C. de 
Artois, &c. have equipped athip 
at their own expence, and the 
{tate of Artois have followed 
the example. 

A private company is form- 
ed for equipping eight large pri- - 
vateers. ‘The fubicription was 
inftantly compleated. 

It is believed tobe afact, that 
the Count de Fernay will take 
the command of fome fhips def- 
tined for the Eaft-Indies, and 
that his fquadron will confilt of 
the following veflels: the Ami- 
cable of 74, the\Diadem of 74, 
the Reflechi, of 64, with others 
of the line; the Amphion of 50, 
the Amazone and the Gentile, 
of 30 guns. 

We have now in the Bay of © 
Bengal the Brilliant of 74, and 
fome copper-bottom frigates. 

The number of Britifh pri- 
foners increafes in fuch a man- 
ner that we are obliged to re- 
move them, The laft accounts 
were that theyamounted tog500. 
Since which M.laMotte Picquet 

brought 
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brought in 1200 from his cruize 
to the north of England, befides 
500 fick and wounded foldiers 
taken oh board a tranfport on 
her paflage from New York. 
They: are fitting out at Mar- 
feilles three frigates and one che- 
beck, with three hundred men 
each, to cruize' of Cape Good 
Hope; they have alfo a great 


*number of privateers, moit of 


which carry from twenty to 

thirty guns. nite 
Paris, ‘fan. t. The King, in 

order to fupport the expence of 


oe 
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the war, having thought proper 
to eftablifh annuities for life, a 
great number of fubferibers paid 
in their money in advance, in 
order to have the benefit, and 
the loan was compleated the 
very day of the publication of 
the order. The preamble of 
this order merits particular at- 
tention, becaufe of the goodnefs 
and juftice it breathes, and be- 
caufe it exhibits an interefting 
and pleafing view of the fitua- 
tion ofour finances..  ” 
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Extraé of a Letter from General 
Lincoln, dated Purryfburgh, 
March 7. 1779- 


FTER the enemy left Au- 
gufta, Gen. Afhe, who 
was ftationed on the oppofite of 
the river, was ordered to crofs 
and take poft at or near Briar 
Creek lower bridge, as thereby 
he would cover the upper part of 
the country, and as this was 
confidered one of the. ftrongeft 
pofts therein, his left being fe- 
cured by a deep fwamp and the 
Savannah, his front by the creek, 
which at this place is unfordable, 
and about fixty yards wide; be- 
fides, he had a party of 200 horfe 
to cover his right and rear. 
Boats were provided for the 
troops to recrofs the Savannah, 
in cafe the enemy fhould move 
againit them in force, and the 
baggage was fent over that they 
might not be encumbered there- 
with, in cafe they fhould be 
obliged to retire into the coun- 
try. But, notwithftanding, on 


the third inftant, at three o’clock 
in the afternoon, the enemy 
fell into his rear (hts horfe at 
that time being over Briar Creek 
in front) and began the attack 
fo fuddenly, that the General 
had not time to form the whole 
of his troops, which amounted 
to about 1200 exclufive of the 
horfe; thofe which were form- 
ed foon gave way, though ma- 
ny officers exerted themfelves 
to prevent it (except a few un- 
der Gen. Elbert, and one ortwo 
regiments of North-Carolina 
militia) fome, he informs me, 
without firing ; they took to the 
{wamp, and efcapéd either by 
{wimming: the river, or being 
brought acrofs in boats. 

His lofs of men is very incon- 
fiderable, Gen. Afthe fuppofes 
150 or 200, but finee he gave 
me this accountmany have come 
in; and I hear of a perfon juft 
now from Augufta, that rs of 
them are at that place. One 
bra{s field piece is left,and two 
{mall iron ones, fome ammuni- 
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tion and waggons, and one bag- 
gage waggon, as alfo many of 
the mens arms. Gen. Elbert is 
among the miffiag.” 
Charleftown, March 18. Gen, 
Lincoln lately fent in a flag to 
Gen. Prevoft, requefting the fa- 
vour Of being furnifhed with an 
account of the prifoners taken 
at Briar Creek. On the rith 
inft.an anfwer was received, in- 
clofing the following lift of pri- 
foners taken March 3, 1779; 
Gen. Elbert, Georgia troops; 
Lieut.Col. M‘Intoth in the Con- 
tinental fervice ; major Douglas, 
aid de camp; gapts. Hicks, Nath, 
Cuthbert, Renee, Pendleton, 
Booker, and Wood ; lieutenants 
Simpfon (wounded) Love and 
Powry; Dr. Hollin, and R. E, 
Cundon. 

Militia officers. Col. Alfton; 
capts. W olfonder andLee;lieuts. 
Holmes /and Johan ;_ enfigns 
Pendleton, Corbet, Sprowl, and 
Dalay. 

And 162 non-commiffioned 
officers and privates. 

Bofton, Apri! 10. Account of 
the proceedings of a number of 
the enemies veilels at Falmouth, 
in a letter from Col. Freeman, 


dated Sandwich April 6. 

© On Thurfday the rft inft. 
one of the enemy’s privateers 
took a couple of our coafting 
veflels, After which they land- 
ed about 15 men, and took off 
about 20fheep; being difcover- 
ed by Major Dimuch, he with 
a few militia attacked and drove 
them on board, manned a boat 
or two, and retook one of the 
veflels they had captured. 

The next day, Major Dim- 
much received intelligence that 
a fleet of armed veflels were in 
the found, coming to deftroy the 
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town of Faimouth, Upon re-- 
ceiving this intelligence from the - 
major, I proceeded with part of. 
the militia of Sandwich to affift 
this diftrefled town. Saturday 
morning I difcovered the fleet oft 
this town, There were two 
armed fchooners and eight arm- 


- ed floops, with a number of large 


boats in tow. I pofted fitty men 
in an old ditch in the beach, and 
the remainder, about thirty men, 
at another place convenient for 
their landing. The fleet formed 
a line mon Al within mufket- 
fhot, and commenced a fmart fir- 
ing at us with round and grapé 
fhot and mufquetry for fix hours, 
and inthe mean time they man- 
ned ten boats and rowed in fhore, 
but finding we kept our ground, 
they fheered off toward the other 
party, where they attempted to 
land, but were beat off. The 
next morning they renewed their 
attack; butour fire at length 
induced them to quit, After 
making fome other attempts on 
the iflands in the harbour, in 
which they were alfo repulfed, 
they failed out of the found on, 
Monday,” 

April 15. The above-menti- 
one veffels after being repulfed 
at Falmouth, made a defcent on 
the ifland of Nantuckut, They 
landed 200 men, and entered the 
town with fixed bayonets and 
drawn {words, {tiling themfelves 
Loyal Refugees, They broke 
open the ftores, and carried off 
a quantity of oil, melaffes, fugar, 
and other goods that fell in their 
way, alfo the whole craft and 
provifions they came acrofs. 

They at lait retreated, being 
told that fome American priva- 
teers were coming to take them; 
carrying off with them two brigs 

bound 
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bound tc the Weft-Indies, and 
fome f{maller veffels. 

April 26. The enemy fent ,a 
party upthe North River, with 
an intention to furprize a de- 
tachment of the Americans. 
They however miffed theix aim, 
but fet fire co High Sheriff Van 
Breenk’s houfe, and to an out- 
houfe of Col. Hendrickfon’s, 
which were confumed. ‘They 
alfo fet fire to and plundered 
feveral other houfes, and carried 
off with them Juftice Covenho- 
ven and fon, and fome others, 
with fome horfes and cattle. 
The militia by this time aflem- 
bled under Col. Holmes, who 
drove them to their boats; they 
had one killed, and another ta- 
ken prifoner. } 

Trenton, April 235 1779. 
“< Sir, 

«¢ Thinking that the inclofed 
letter, which lately fell into my 
hands, may perhaps be of fome 
ufe to Congrefs, as a moftcon- 
vincing proot of what has been 
fo often denied by our enemies, 
that the Britifh court endeavou- 
red to procure both our domef- 
tic flaves and the favages of the 
wildernefs to deftroy us, and 
that at fo early a period of the 
conteft as the year 1775, I do 
myfelf the honour to tran{mit 
it:to Congrefs, and am, with 
great etteem, Sir, 

Your Excellency’s moft 

obedient humble fervant, 
fr eat wie LivinGsTon.” 

is £xcellency John Jay, E/g. 

Prefident F Counc ie’ 


Whitehall, 2d Auguft, 177 
ugufly 1776. 
ss My Lord, ss , 
*¢ The hope you held-out to 
usin your letter of the 1{t of 
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19r- 
May, that with. a fupply of 
arms and ammunition, you. 
fhould be able to colleét from 
amongft Indians, negroes, and 
other perfons, a force fufficient, 
if not to fubdue rebellion, at 
leaft to. defend.government, was 
very encouraging; but] find by 
your letters delivered to me by. 
Lieut. Collins, that you have 
been obliged by the violence of: 
the times,menaced byone branch 
of thelegiflature, and abandon- 
ed by the other, to yield-up all 
the powers of government, and: 
to retire, yourfelf on board the; 
Fowey. I have the King’s coms » 
mands to fend you his leave to” 
return to England, which, to-> 
gether with this letter, and a 
commiffion to Mr. Corbin. to 
adminifter government during 
your abfence, will-be delivered 
to you by Capt. Atkins of his), 
Majefty’s fhip A@eon, who goes 
convoy to the Maria ftore-fhip. 
At the fame time it is left to - 
your Lordfhip’s. difcretion . to. 
ufe this leave of abfence or not,-! 
as you fhall fee occafion; for, ; 
relying on your firmnefs, I have 
ftill'a-hope that with the fup- 
ply of arms now fent to you,. 
and with the affiftance ofa great- - 
er naval force, the King’s. go-. 
vernment may yet be maintain- 
ed; and fhould this happily be- 
the cafe, it will not be necefla- 
ry that Mr. Corbin fhould be’ 
informed of his Majefty’s inten- 
tion in his favour. 1 am, my 
Lord, 
Your Lordfhip’s moft 
obedient humble fervant, 
DARTMOUTH.” 
Earl of Dunmore. 


Publifhed by order of Congrefs, 
Cuarties THomson, Sec. 
Philadelphia, 
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Philadelphia, April 29. 
Extraét of Raa from Captain 
¥. B. Hopkins, to the Marine 


Committee of Congrefs, dated” 


April 18,1779, on board the 

foip Warren, Bofton harbour. 

** [have the honour’'to ac- 
quaint you, that on’ the 13th 
March, I failed from Bofton in| 
company withthe fhip Queen 
of France, Capt. Olney, -and the 
fhipRanger, Capt. Simpfon ;' on 
the 6th-inft. we ‘fell: in with 
the armed ‘{chooner Hibernia, 
from New-York, with 45 men, 
which we took, and on the 7th 
at 4 o’clock A. M. in latitude 
30:40 difcovered two fleets, 
one to leeward confifting of ten 
fail, the other to windward of 
nine fail. We gave chafe to 
the windward-mott,and at about 
two o’clock took feven fail, con- 
fitting of the following veflels, 

Ship Jafon; Capt. Porterfield, 
mounting 29 fix pounders, 150 
men,convoy from the fleet bound 
from New-York to Georgia, 
having paflengers on board, as 
per the inclofed lift. 

Ship Meriah, a letter of marque 
mounting 16 fix pounders, 84 
men, very richly laden with pro- 
vifions, dry goods, and accou- 
trements for a regiment of horfe. 

Brig Parrot, brig Prince Fer- 
dinaiid, brig John, brig’ Bache- 
lor, and the fchooner ‘Chance, 
ladened with provifions and 
goods for the army, to a very 
large amount. | 

As foon as they were manned 
we thought beft to ftand to the 
eaftward, having had intelligence 
of alarge number of armed vef- 
fels being off Chefapeak and De- 
laware Bays. On the 16th inft. 
I arrived in this port, (having 
parted with the fleeton the rth 
ina thick fog) the next day the 
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Jafon arrived, which is a very 
fine fhip; alfc the fchooner at 
Portfmouth, which is a very va- 
luable veffel, Several veffels 
are now in fight, which I hope 
is fome of the fleet. By the ac- 
tivity of Captains Olney and 
Simpfon, we manned the fleet 
in four hours. 3 
There were taken in the above 


fleet, befides the crews of the ~ 


refpective veffels, one Colonel, 
one Lieutenant-Colonel, two 
captains, two lieutenants, one 
enfignj one chaplain, one fur- 
geon, one commifiary, fourteen 
fervants, and a number of paf- 
fengers.” 

Publifbed by order of the Marine 
Committee, J. Brown, See. 


List of CapTures at SEA. 
Captures from the States, 
The frigate Turnbull, 
Sloops New Comet, Swift, , 

Maty and Sally, John, Deborah, ‘ 

and a floop and fchooner, al! 

carried into New-York. 

A polacre and a {maller veffel 
with tobacco. 

Captures from the French. 

A inow from the Eaft-Indies. 

A frigate in the Englifh chan- » 
nel, who facrificed herfelf to 
fave the veflels under her convoy 
who got-all fave into port. 

Captures by the French. 

Ship Ellis of 28 guns, by the 

Iphigene in the Weft-Indies, 

the allo took the Renown of 16 

guns, but the prifoners rofe and 

overcame the French, and car- 
ried the veffel into Antigua. See 

a lift of prizes in Europe, p.188. 

Captures by the States. 
A fleet of 7 fail. See above. 
Weymouth Packet. Caftor, 
two prizes from Hallifax, two 
from Newport, one from Jatrai- 
ca, andthe Sally from St. Kitts. 
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POLITICAL 


1779. ‘Fan. 7, A court-mar- 
tial was held on Admiral Keppel, 
Thecourt confafts of the Solow. 
ing members: 

Prefident, Admiral Sir Thomas 


e. 

"Vite Admirals, Buckle, Mon- 
tague. Rear Admirals, Arbuth- 
not, Randam. Captains, Mil- 
bank, Drake, Penny, ‘Bennet, 
Boteler, Moutray, Duncan, 
Cranfton. 

‘The members of the court 
martial being fworn, a Charge 
of Mifconducét and Neglec? of 
Duty was exhibited againft the 
Hon. Admiral Keppél, on_ the 
27th and 2gth of July 1778, in 
divers inftances. 

1. ‘That on the morning af the 
28thof July, 1778, having a fleet 
of thirty fhips of the line under 
his command, and being then in 
prefence of a French fleet, of 
the like number of fhips of the 
line, the faid admiral Keppel did 
not make the neceflary prepara- 
tions for fight, did not put his 
fleet into a line of-battle, orinto 
any order; but on the contrary, 
by making a fignal for feveral 
{hins af the vice-admiral of the 
Rlue’s divifion to chace, thete- 
by enereafed the diforder of his 
fleet; and whilft in their diforder 
he advancgd, ahd made the fignal 
for battle. “Theenemy’s fleetin 
a regular line of battle, and: they 
‘ood down and attacked the Bri- 

t whilft in diforder. By 
unofiicer like conduét, the 
other fag officers and captains 
: t toengage without regu- 
larity, rom whence great con- 
fuiion entued, fome of the fhips 
were prevented getting into atti- 
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on at all, and fome from the 
confufion, fired into others of the 
king’s fhips, and did them confi- 
derable damage, and the vice- 
admiral of the Blue was left alone, 
to engage fingly and unfupport- 
ot. “Tn thef inftances the’ fi 

miral Keppel, negligently per- 
formed the duty opted on him, 

2. That after the van andcen- 
tre of the Britifh fleet, had paffed 
the rear of the enemy, the Ad- 
miral did not immediately tack 
upon the enemy, but ftood away 
to a.great diftance, leaving the 
vice admiral of the Blue engaged 
with the enemy, and expofed to 
be cut off. 

3- That after the vice admiral 
of the blue had paffed the enemy’s 
fhips, admiral Keppel fhortned 
fail, hauled down the fignal for 
battle, and did not afterwards or- 
der the attack to be reriewed ; 
as he might have done to advan- 
tage, after the French fleet had 
been beaten, andin diforder, 

4: That inftead of advancing to 
renew the engagement, the ad- 
miral wore and made fail dire&ly 
from the enemy, which gave 
them the opportunity to rally 
unmolefted, and ftand after the 
Britifh, “Uhis was difgraceful to 
the Britifh, and gave the French 
admiral a pretence to claim the 
victory, 

S. That onthe morning of the 
28thof July 1778, when it was 
perceived that only three of the 
French fleet remained near the 
Britifh, and that the reft wore 
to leeward, the admiral did not 
caufe the fleet to purfue the flying 
enemy, but led it adireét contrary 


way. 
Feb. 
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Feb.11. The court having heard 
admiral Keppel’s defence, and 
the depofition of the witneffles, 
are of opinion, that the above 
Charge is malicious and ill-found- 
ed, that the admiral behaved, on 
the days therein alluded, as be- 
came a brave, judicious, and ex- 
perienced officer, The court do 
therefore unanimoufly and ho- 
nourably acquit the faid admiral 
Auguftus Keppel of the feveral 
articles in the charge laid againit 
him. 

Feb. 3. Died, David Garrick, 
Efq. the pride and ornament of 
the Britifh theatre. 

March 1. Vhe trial of vice ad- 
miral Sir Hugh Pallifer, who 
brought up the charge againft 
admiral Keppel, is ordered to be 
on the 18th inft. 

Che Houfe of Commons order 
their thanks to Admiral Keppel 
oe his late honourable acquit- 
tal. 

_ Apritag. Capt. Cunningham 
in the Revenge cutter, is carried 
— New- Y ork, 

1, A party of the enem 
from Long-ifland, land at Fair- 
field, and carry off brigadier ge- 
neral Silliman, and his fon major 
Silliman, both of the militia. 

May 3.. Departed this. life, at 
Cambridge, New-England, the 
Hon, John Winthrop, Eiq. LLD: 
F,R. §. Hollifian profeflor of 
mathematics and natural philofo- 
phy at Harvard College ; in whorn 
were fingularly united uncoin- 
mon attainments in fcience, 
{trength of mind, and goodnefs 
of heart. 

May 13. His excellency Jo- 
nathan Trumbull, Efq, was cho- 
fen Governor, and the honour- 
able Matthew Grifwold, Efq. 
Deputy Governor, of the fate 
of Connefticut, 
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May 25. Several judicious re- 
folves for fupporting the Conti- 
nental Currency, lowering the 
price of goods, and reforming 
abuies, are entered into at a nu~ 
merous meetingof the inhabitants 
of Philadelphia, and committes 
appointed to execute faid refolves, 
and communicate them to the 
feveral ftates on the continent. 

May 26. A petition figned by 
near 600 refpectable inhabitants 
of this and other ftates, on the 
fubjeé&t of the Continental Cur- 
rency, with aflurance of their 
moft ftrenuous concurrence in 
fuch other means in addition te 
taxation, for eftablifhing its cre- 


dit, as Congrefs may recome-: 


mend, was prefented to that ho- 
nourable body, by his exceilency 
the Prefident, the hon. Speaker 
of the Affembly of this tate, and 
feveral other gentlemen. 

Fune 1. Intelligence in the 
Pennfylvania packet, that the 
States General had given per- 
miffion to fit out veffels to cruize 
againft the Britifh trade, and had 
granted letters of marque and re- 
prifal for that purpofe. 

That Count D’Eftaing had 
been reinforced with fuch a num- 
ber of capital fhips, as to make 
his fleet {uperior to the Britifh ; 
and that Admiral Byron lay at 


St. Lucia, not daring toventure . 


out, That he has layed up two 
fhips of the line for want of men, 
each of which had buried three 
hundred ef her bands. 

‘That Count D’ Eftaing having 
embarked all his hands, and made 
fuch difpofitions as intimated fome 
enterprize in view, ail the ifland 
of St. Kitts was in arms, expect- 
ing a vilit from the french fleet, 
and every precaution taken there 
for she defence of the ifand. 
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Notes to CoRRESPONDENTS, 


The Acroftic is a {pecies of 
compofition that cannot be ad- 
mitted. 

‘The Rebus is fcarely tolerable, 
and unlefs particularly ingenious, 
not at all to be admitted. — 

Tranflations from the Latin or 
Greek claffics, however well 
done, will not entertain equally 
with originals of perhaps lefs 
merit. 

Short performances in verfe or 
profe will be moft acceptable. 

Elegance of language may, in 
fome cafes, be difpenfed with, 
but delicacy of fentiment is in all 
cafes indifpenfibly to be preferved, 

‘Lhe piece filed the Tempeft is 
received, and though it has no 
{mall merit, yet from its great 
length cannot be inferted. 

Several pieces are received 
from our correfpondent F, P. 
and fhall be attended to, 


The following citcumftances 
might be made the fubject of 
fome wit and poetry, amongtt 
the whig bards, viz, In the feve- 
ral inroads of the enemy in thefe 


Notes to Corre/pondents, &c. 


ftates, ladies of great beauty have 
been obliged to retire from the 
city to the country, where at 
the heads of fprings, they have 
added to the number of the rural] 
virgins, and have brought again 
the mythologic age of the poets, 
when Diana and her nymphs 
ranged the groves. ‘Ivhe expof- 
tulation of cne and another city 
with the country for robbin 
them of thefe, and the Sema 
of the refpective cities that they 
be returned.----The denial of 
the country, and her refolu- 
tion to retain them.---The city 
and the country lovers contend- 
ingon the fubjecét, mighe afford 
a pretty train enough of foft and 
pleafant jangling, in odes,  in- 
vitations, dialogues, foliloquys, 
and what not, fuch as the tae 
of the bards may cominunicate. 
‘The country may defire the city 
to content herfelf with the tor 
ladies whom fhe has in her pof- 
{effion, The city may difcover 
no fmall chagrin to be clafled 
with fuch company, Different 
Cities and different parts of the 
country will diverfify the com- 
pofitions with names, characters, 
and manners, 





AnsweR to the Mathematical Quefticn in the March Magazine. 


T= half of a dozen half joes, 
Of dollars take ten times as many, 
The remainder make up with your guineas, 
”Twill be one hundred pounds to a penny. 


Or your coin, if et pleafe, you may yary, 


For feventeen 


alf joes will do it, «- 


With feventy dollars in filver, 
And thirteen good guineas put to it, 


THE 








